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NEXT WEEK... 


TWO OF" 
AUSTRALIA’S 
OVERSEAS-BASED 
STARS TALK 
TURKEY WITH THE 
EFQUR DIEGOS: — 
JOE SIMUNIC FROM 
GERMANY AND 
VINCE GRELLA 
FROM SERIE A’S 
EMPOLI: 


fF parmia; 


eeper Joe | Empoli’s Aussie Vince Grella 


next week. 


HURRY FREE 
SANTA’S SPECIAL SW ISSUE FIFA YY GAMES 


URRY LAST 
DAYS. DO NOT 
MISS OUT. THIS 


IS THE OFFER OF THE 
CENTURY, SALE SALE 
SALE LADIES, YOU 
WOULD BE MAD TO 
MISS IT, AND OTHER 
SALES CLICHES. 

Well it is Christmas after Fe, 
all, and it’s hard not to be i 
taken in by it all. 

But the difference here is 
that we FIFA 99 games for 
for 


PCs 
FREEEEEEEEEEEEE! 

All you have to do is send 
in an envelope to our 
address, marked SEND ME 
FIFA 99 FOR CHRISTMAS 
PLEASE. 5-13 Garners Ave, |" = 
Marrickville NSW 2204. 

Put your address and A 
phone number on the back 
and next Monday we will pull out four 
winners. 

‘We have already had 14 million entries, 
or thereabouts, so quick send in and bag 
yourself a lovely Chrissy present courtesy 
‘of Soccer Weekly and those lovely lasses 
and lads at EA Sports. 

It is a great game, with our resident 
games expert, and work experience 
journalist, 18 year old Daniel Giorelando, 
doing the review (below). 


he hottest soccer game this 

summer has hit the shops just in 

time for Christmas, and the game 
is set to be a winner amongst all soccer 
fans. 

FIFA 99 by EA sports is undoubtedly the 
best soccer game I have played and once 
you have played it, you will be addicted to 
itto. 

The graphics in FIFA 99 is a class above 
all other soccer games around and this 
makes the game so realistic that when you 
are playing, you feel as though you are 
watching a game on television only that you 
are playing in it. 

The stadium graphics are very detailed 
and the game allows you to play in the 
biggest stadiums in the world including Old 


Trafford, The San Siro and Anfiled. 

The best thing about FIFA 99 is the new 
additions to the game from last year's 
edition. The inclusion of a European Dream 
League based on the Champions League 
allows you to pit your skills against the best 
teams in Europe. 3 

You can also compete in the Cup 
Winners Cup competition or the UEFA Cup 
or just play in one of the 12 best leagues 
throughout the world including Italy, 
England, Brazil and Germany. 

The game also allows you to customize 
your own competition where you can play 
against any team in the world in your own 
fantasy league. New player moves and 
skills along with different camera angles 
makes the game addictive as you compete 
for the championship. 

Tf you want to improve your skills, you 
can have a training session or just play a 
friendly game. FIFA 99 allows you to 
manage your team through player transfers 
and change team line-ups. : 

What more can I say about this game, it 
is a winner and will be enjoyed by people 
of all ages. The game is so realistic that you 
will get addicted from the kick off, The 
game is available on PC and retails from 
$69.99. 


Australian News 


VIDUKA: 


GIVE ME 


TIME, I'LL BE BACK 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


media for the first time yesterday to 
explain his reason for the sudden depar- 
ture from Celtic, 

Viduka said, “Even though I went to Croatia 
When I was 19 and the country was at war, my 
first few years at Croatia Zagreb were fantastic. 

“Unfortunately things have changed during the 
past 12 months, and particularly the last four 
months starting with the two games against 
Celtic in the Europeans Champions League and 
which I was considered to be one of the best 
players by the Scottish reporters and Celtic man- 
agement. Yet the Croatian media rated me as 
Croatia Zagreb’s worst player, 

“What I then experienced was a deliberate 
Croatian media campaign against me, consisting 
of almost daily inaccurate and fictitious reports 
about everything that I supposedly did or said.” 

‘Viduka went on to explain that his every move 
Was analysed with negative and untrue conclu- 
sions drawn, 

He did not say when he planned to return to 
Celtic, just saying, that he needed more time at 
home with his family. 

Being a non-EU player, Viduka has to play at 
least 75% of Celtic games this season, to have his 
work permit renewed for next season. At this 
stage a return early in the new year would see 
him able to fulfil that quota. 

Viduka apologised to Celtic fans for his depar- 
ture saying the he would like to be back there as 
soon as possible, 

“T thought that once I escaped to a new coun- 
try, with similar values to Australia, and a new 
club that welcomed me with warmth and support 
that I would be able to once again excel at the 
game I live for and love. 

“But that wasn’t the case. Half way through 
my first training session with Celtic, I realised 
that I was still experiencing the same feelings 
and emotional stress that I felt at Croatia Zagreb. 

“This is when I realised that in this state, 1 was 
not able to perform to my full potential for the 
Celtic club and the fans, 

“So I decided to come home, to recover and 
get my strength back, and then return to the only 
game I’ve ever wanted to play.” 

Viduka strongly denied that money was an 


Gan striker Mark Viduka faced the 


Mark Viduka ... there was a deliberate 
media campaign against me in Zagreb. 


issue, saying that has never has been in his 
career. 

“T want to thank Celtic, my family, my man- 
agers, and my Celtic team mates and fans who 
have supported, and encouraged me, to take the 
steps I need now to return to the game I love,” 


Perhaps now is the time to let this great young 
Australian player have the space and time he 
needs, 

After all. we sometimes forget how important 
the person is to us, particularly after this week- 
ends loss of another great Socceroo. 


Sydney University Soccer 


Football Club 


SOCCEROO LEGEND 
PASSES AWAY 


‘t was with much sadness that Australian Soccer 

received the news that one of the game’s greats — and 

true gentlemen — Jimmy MacKay, had passed away 
over the last few days. Next week we will be presenting an 
extensive tribute to a great man, a much-loved man, 
whose boot got us to our, thus far, only appearance at a 
World Cup. 

From Melboume Roy Hay writes... the former Melbourne 
Croatia midfielder will always be remembered as the man 
who scored the goal which took Australia to the World Cup in 
1974, Team-mate and close friend Billy Vojtek said yesterday 
he was devastated by the news, "My house is full of pho- 
tographs of him and trophies we won together. I could not 
sleep last night thinking of all the good things he did. He is a 
huge loss. His positional sense and his passing was brilliant, 

“He always knew the right time to make a move, He was a 
huge influence not just for Melbourne Croatia, but for 
Victorian and Australian soccer". 

‘The club is discussing fitting way to create a memorial to 
MacKay, who is survived by his wife and two children. The 
funeral will be on Wednesday. 

Frank Burin, former club secretary and representative on 
the Victorian Soccer Federation, who sponsored Jimmy when 
he came to Australia remembers him as a perfect gentleman 
‘and the pillar of the Croatia midfield. "It was a great shock, 1 
was watching television when I heard the news", 

Burin remembers that MacKay's talent was recognised 
early and he had a great battle to secure his services for 
Croatia as other clubs sought to entice him away. MacKay 
was an inspirational figure in Croatia's glory days in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. 

- President of Melboume Knights Steve Mandekic said, "It is a 
great and very unexpected loss to Melbourne Knights and to 
Australian soccer. The club will do all it can to assist the family". 

John Gardiner, former coach and player with the Knights 
said, "As someone who has had a heart attack and got away 
with it, I really feel for Jimmy and his family. He was still 
playing with me in the veterans at Olympic Park a year ago, 
He was great to play with". 

In Sydney reporter John Economos recalls the gentle 
nature of the man, and of course his special goal. MacKay’s 
coach in 1974, Rale Rasic, told John that “Jimmy Mackay 
gave me the happiest moment in my entire Soccer life, as hi 
memorable goal took us all to our first World Cup. All of us 
will never, ever, forget the gratitude we have for him.” 

Soccer Weekly extends its deepest condolences to the 
Mackay family and hope that the trib- 
ute We are putting together 
for next week is able to 
capture the essence of 
the man who captured a 
nation’s imagination. 

Jim, you will be missed. 


Title 
1. Vinnie Jones' New Book 
2. West Ham History 
3. Kenny Dalglish 
4. David Ginola: New Book 
5. Johann Cruyff: New Book 
6. Ferenc Puskas: New Book 


his The late great Jimmy MacKay... you will not be 
forgotten by Australia and Australian Soccer. 


Melbourne Sports Books 


New Soccer Books & Videos 


Price 
$50 
$45 


s/back $25 h/back $45 


$45 
$50 
$35 


is proud to announce its promotion to 
Division 2 of the NSW Soccer Federation 
and invites all interested players to attend 
trials and pre-season training starting 


Tuesday January 5, 1999 
Place: 

St John’s College Oval, 
Sydney University 
(Entry off Missenden Road) 
Time: 
6.00pm Tuesday & Thursday 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT 
Simon Pairs (9380 8553) 
OR 
ANTHONY Bray (9955 4679) 


Proudly sponsored by The Forest Lodge Hotel and 
SSL Education Services 


HURSTVILLE CITY 
MINOTAURS SOCCER CLUB INC. 


TRAINING/TRIALS 


Commencing Wednesday 2/12/98 (7pm) 
Beverly Hills Park 
Vanessa St, Beverly Hills 

For approximately 4 weeks 
Ist Grade, U/21 & U/18 
Competing in 1st Division State League 


ALSO TRIALS 


For the “newly formed” Under 11s (born in 1988) 
and 12s (born in 1987) 
Cadet Youth League 
for 1999 at Beverly Hills Park, Vanessa St, 
Beverly Hills at 6.00pm on Wednesday 2/12/98. 
Any enquiries contact: 
PETER SARIKARIS 


0412 407 830 
on 9150 8279 


7. Rothman's Football Yearbook 98/99 $60 

8. News of the World Football Annual 98/99 $20 

9, Playfair Football Annual 98/99 $20 
10. David Beckham: My Story $35 
11. Frank Farina: My World Is Round $25 
12. Tony Adams: Addicted $50 
13. Glenn Hoddle: World Cup Diary $50 
14. Kevin Keegan: My Autobiography $50 
15. Diego Maradona: Hand of God s/back $20 h/back $40. 
16. George Best: A Portrait of A Legend $50 
17. Gianfranco Zola: 2 new books s/back $30 h/back $50 
18. A Soccer Century: A History of WA Soccer 1896-1996 $20 
19. Alex Ferguson: A Will to Win $25 
20. Man Utd Ruined My Life $50 
21. A History of the FA Cup $75 
22. Craig Brown Scotland Manager §50 


Bookshop open every day, including Sun, up to Christmas 
All credit cards personal cheques and Eftpos accepted. 


9 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne 


@ (03) 9621 1211/9621 1383 


Add $7 for P&H 


Australian News 


WE’RE 
INTERNATIONAL 
.. AND PROUD! 


ood on ya, mate, (Russell Unitt, 8/12/98) 
our game is football ... a game called 
“Soccer” in Australia and the USA, 

Some years ago our controlling body, now known 
as Soccer Australia, issued a directive that regional 
Associations should adopt the words “Association 
Football” into their names, in the event of any 
changes, like the need for incorporation or 
amalgamations etc. 

Lismore district, on the far north Coast of NSW, 
arguably ‘one of the most progressive football 
country regions in Australia adopted the 
recommendation and called itself, ‘Lismore District 
Association Football Inc." 

Great! We acknowledged the authority and 
wisdom of our parent body. 

But what happened next? When the instigators of 
the move proposed a change from Australian Soccer 
Federation they went to water and called themselves 
Soccer Australia. 

Rumour has it that the “Big Fish’ in the small 
Aussie pond, the AFL, said “Boo” and our 
administration took fright, fearing legal action. 

Russell is absolutely right. Ours is the only 
international game, played in organised competitions 
in nearly 200 countries, 

When working as a journalist for a rural 
newspaper I was called upon to attend an event billed 
as “The World Rodeo Championship “in a Central 
Western NSW City in the late 1960s. Entries came 
from as far as the next town to the South and even 
Queensland to the North, Big World! 

The same thinking seems to be the norm for the 
various sporting groups who stage World Cups or 
World Championship for their sports and involve a 


handful of former British colonies and maybe two or 
three other countries in Europe or South America. 

Maybe FIFA’s attitude to Australia is influenced 
by our lack of guts to assert ourselves and claim our 
right to the word, football. 

Russell is again right when the says the other 
codes spend more time using their hands on the ball 
than the foot. 

I played Rugby League as a forward in primary 
and high school and I don’t think ! ever kicked a ball 
ina game in four years. 

Russell's suggestion the Soccer Australia should 
become Australian International Football League 
Teayes us with quite a mouthful. The media will 
rarely refer to our game by its correct name if it is as 
long as that. 

The only good thing about the word “soccer” is 
that it lends itself well to the name of our national 
men’s teams, the Socceroo and Olyroos and, by way 
of its native animal association, the Joeys, 

We, in the North Coast, followed suit when 
Soccer Australia backed down and we now rejoice in 
the title of Soccer Far North Coast Inc, . 

There is something strange in dealings in the 
Australian scene when our national body cannot 
adopt its worldwide name and Melbourne Lakers 
gave up their great sounding name because some 
virtually unknown, group on the other side of the 
globe objected. 

Irrespective of what we call ourselves, one thing is 
absolutely certain — they will be playing football at 
the Olympics, come 2000. 

George Green, 
Alstonville, NSW. 


POSITION VACANT 
‘AT SOCCER WEEKLY 


Want to be part of the glamour world of soccer?! Meet the _ 
nd make big money?! Then you might be the one we 
are looking f forll! 


le require a highly motivated advertising 


consultant/executive to join our busy team and assume 
esponsibility for existing clients as well developing a larger 
client base. Experience and a willingness to work closely 
with our editorial team preferred. : 


Must love soccer and want to be part of the Soccer Weekly 
: eo, ense of humour a must as is a strong desire to 


succeed. : 
Please end resume and eS letter to: 


Steve Laurie (West Ham) 
Pic by Roy Hay 


es Scheinflug, Coach of the Australian U17 team, has announced a 24-man squad to participate in the 

third U17 National Training Camp, as preparations continue for next year’s World Cup qualifiers in_ 

Fiji. The camp is being held at Valentine Sports Park, home of Soccer NSW, this week. Three have. 
flown in from Europe to participate in the training. 


Player Club Player Club 

Matthew Milosevic SASI Gavin Hartge NSWIS 

Jess Van Stratten NSWIS ‘Wayne Shroj Brisbane Strikers 
Shane Lockhart NSWIS Jade North Brisbane Strikers 

Steve Laurie West Ham (UK) Fabian Lettieri Werder Bremen (Germ) 
Radi Culibrk VIS Chris Field QAS 

Daniel Alii ACT Academy. Lucas Pantelis SAST 

Mark Byrnes. NSWIS Bradley Groves NSWIS 

Tain Fyfe SAST Anthony Doumanis NSWIS- 

Aaron Goulding SAST Louis Brain SASI 

Shane Cansdell-Sherriff NSWIS Dylan MacAllister NSWIS 

Naun Sekuloyski MIS Joe Di forio ‘Werder Bremen (Germ) 
James Johnson VIS. Joshua Kennedy AIS 


Who's a little cutie? 


Damian Mori 
Adelaide City and Australia 


lhe answer to last week’s Four Diegos’ 
I competition: ‘Who’s that cute baby now playing 
in the Ericsson Cup’ is Damian ‘Who’s a little 
cutie when he wants to be goo goo ooh ooh’ Mori, 
If you have any good shots of Ericsson Cup players 
as kids (any age up to ten or so) let us know, 
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Australian Features 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


t’s been a remarkable rise for the Gippsland 
Jes. ‘They’ve risen from the ranks of the 

Victorian Provisional League, to the Victorian 
Premier League to where they are today, Australia’s 
elite competition; the Ericsson Cup. 

Then, as Morwell Falcons, they were invited into the 
competition to some surprise. The Falcons have had to 
cop their fair share of criticism since entering the league 
in 1992, some deserved, some way over the top. 

‘They're not keen to dwell on the past, instead choosing 
to look enthusiastically to the present and future. In the last 
couple of years, the Falcons have worked hard with young 
players, It was started by former coach Frank Arok and his 
succesor, Stuart Munro, has carried on where Arok left off. 

Munro says that the Falcons program is important to 
them in many ways. “If you look at soccer now, it may 
mean in a couple of years that we have to sell players. A 
figure might not mean much to a buyer from Europe, but 
for us it could mean keeping us going for another year” 
Munro said, 

“Although you never want to be in the situation 
where you have to sell these players, ultimately, 
finances will dictate it.” 

Getting players down to Morwell is something that 
has become increasingly difficult. “It is hard to attract 
players down to here. That’s why we go for the hungry 
young players who are willing to learn things.” 

The Falcons youth development program is some- 
thing they are understandably proud of. The aim is to be 
able to produce quality young players, and Munro hopes 
that all 14 clubs in the La Trobe Valley area 
can work together. r 

“I’ve spoken to them all to try and work ply! 
ut what is the best way forward. We've got fie 
to able to develop together. At the same time 
T don’t want to be seen as trodding on some- 
one elses toe’s, but if we can produce a Harry 
Kewell, it would be terrific for the area,” 

Eventually, Munro would like to establish 
an academy at Falcons Park."We' ve got three 
pitches at the back of the grandstand, I'd be 
interested in doing something like an acade- 
my, but the pitches need improvement. It’s all 
planned, It’s a good area to do it in, it just 
‘comes down to finances. We're are a club 
that has a reputation of giving youngsters a 
chance. Kids in the area can see John 
Hutchinson, Manny Gotis and Adrian 
Savage, all locals, and think that if they can 


make it, I can too.” 

Gippsland Falcons have three players, Archie 
‘Thompson, Andy Vargas and Levent Osman who are in 
the Olyroo squad, something that wouldn't have hap- 
pened a few years ago. 

Hutchinson, a Gippsland lad, has received the full 
benefits of the program, becoming the first locally pro- 
duced player to win international recognition when he 
was selected for the Young Socceroos last year. 

“It's (program) been really good” says Hutchinson, 
“In the past the team used to be filled with players from 
Melbourne but now they’re working hard with the 
young players. They're starting to get a lot more profes- 
sional both on and off the field.” 

Hutchinson was one of the first young players 
brought into the program after being spotted by Arok in 
a friendly match. Signed from local club Morwell 
Pegasus four years ago, Hutchinson is now establishing 
himself as a first team regular. It means a lot to him to 
be playing for his local team. 

“It’s really exciting for me to be playing with the 
Falcons, People who have seen me grow up are watch- 
ing me play.” 

Munro has liked what he has seen so far of 
Hutchinson. “He’s only just breaking into the team, but 
on his day he can cause a lot of problems to the opposi- 
tion. He is only 18 and we're just starting to get the best 
out of him. Like most young players, he got to be a little 
more consistent.” 

It’s not only the players who benefit, the club is now 
reaping the rewards with much of its starting line-up 
filled by youngsters. Thompson, Osman and Vargas are 
all key members of the side as are Hutchinson, Clayton 


COVE 


ma ~ 
Stuart Munro with some of his young Falcons 
Pic by Stan Wright 


Bell and Robbie Puca. Throw in the likes of Savage, 
Michael Anderson and Paul Byme and you realise how 
important the Falcons youngsters are to them. 

Puca joined the Falcons in the off-season, The 19 
year old came across from Perth and has settled well in 
the La Trobe Valley. 

“There’s a big difference between Perth and 
Morwell” said Puca. “It’s been a big step, soccer-wise, 
I'm very happy here.” It’s not a big club, but it’s one 
that has a great spirit, everybody here pulls together for 
the club.” 


“He realised he’d have more of a chance of getting in 
the team here” said Munro. “He’s a terrific passer and is 
comfortable on the ball, he’s just got to up his work-rate 
a bit but he’s a lovely kid and is wiiling to learn.” 

The Falcons could have a fourth player in the Olyroo 
squad by the end of the season Munro reckons. “I didn’t 
know too much about Clayton Bell’s history before 1 
came here. I was told that a few years ago he was one of 
the best young players in Australia (Bell was once cap- 
tain of the Joeys side). 

“He came to a bit of a standstill but what’s really 


TO 
SOLOLY 


co 


Puca has only recently made the breakthrough into 
the first team at Gippsland. He says that the way the 
Falcons look after their young players has made his 
move from Perth well worth it, 

“Stuart's always working with on the young players, 
spotting our weaknesses and then working them out with 
us, that’s exactly what we're looking for.” 

Munro admits he took a gamble on Puca, signing him 
after seeing him play just three times. 

“Some people in Perth told me about him and I decid- 
ed to get him over here for a closer look. He's a left- 
sided player, which was what we were after. I didn’t 
really expect him to break into the team until after 
Christmas but now he has, he’s been one of our best 
players. I’m very happy with him.” 

Thompson attracts the headlines, but says Munro, he 
needs to be more consistent.“He's a terrific player who, 
early in the season, was proving himself a handful, he's 
definitely got the abilty and the right sort of attitude.” 

Osman returned to the club after trials in Turkey and 
England, but has struggled with an ankle injury since. 
“He’s full of ambition” says Munro, “he got a taste of 
what Europe is like and he wants to go back. Because 
he’s suffered with an injury, I've only seen him in spurts 
but he's definitely one who can make it in the game.” 

Vargas, an Olyroo like Osman and Thompson, came 
to the Falcons after being released by Carlton. 
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impressed me about him is his work ethic, By the end of 
the year he could be knocking on the door of the 
Olyroos.” 

Gotis, a Falcons player who also doubles as their 
development and promotions officer says that the 
Falcons are working hard towards professionalism. 

“We've got a strategy here, a four-five year plan, we 
don’t see ourselves as a struggling club.” 

One problem they had in the past has been alleviated, 
With players based both in Gippsland and Melbourne, 
getting together for training was quite a difficult task. 

Morwell, the most regional of Ericsson Cup clubs, is 
a two-and-a-half hour drive out of Melbourne and they 
would often meet to train half-way in between, in 
Cranbourne or South Dandenong. 

“Those facilities just weren't good enough” Gotis 
says, “we now use Monash University which has terrific 
facilities, we want our players to be comfortable and try 
to take the burden out of travelling.” 

‘The image of the “struggling club” is one many peo- 
ple have of the Falcons, 

Nothing could be further from the truth says Gotis, 
“Alright, we're a regional club and, at times, it’s diffi- 
cult for us, but we know things are going to happen for 
us.” 

One could say, Munro’s Millennium Men are boldly 
going where they have never been before. 


MARCONI STADIUM 


YOUTH LEAGUE SPM x MAIN KICK-OFF 7.30PM 
Match Day Sponsors Carlton e& United Brewers 


Australian News 


O'DONELL CAUGHT IN. Les 


SINGAPORE SLING 


By Michae! Dugan 


ingapore-based Scott O’Donell 
just one of many Australian 
players to feel the brunt of the 
Asian financial crisis, as its far- 
reaching effects filtered through to 
the League. 

In early August this year, the 
Singapore League was left in a state of 
financial turmoil with all players being 
given the option of either taking a 20% 
pay cut on their contract or accepting & 
two month pay out and leaving the 
league, 

While Scott decided to accept the 
pay cut, another Australian, Warren 
Spink, elected to take the pay out and 
has left the league, 

Additionally, each club's foreign 
signing capacity has been reduced from 
five to four players, with Scott's 
immediate playing future now being 
placed in some doubt. 

“Pm hoping to go back and play 
again next year but with the pay cuts 
and crowd numbers dwindling, it is 
going to be difficult to find a club.” 

Scott is currently a free agent after 
coming off contract with Marine Castle 


J 


United, a club that according to Scott | 


has only averaged a crowd size of some 
2000 per match. 

Although the league does appear to 
be in deep financial trouble at present, 
Scott has no regrets about his transfer 
from Parramatta Melita which took 
place in 1995. 

“or me it was great move.” 

“The opportunity to play full-time 
professional soccer was one I just 
couldn't pass up .” 

With many Australian players 
leaving our shores for much the same 
reason, Scott sees the recent move by 
some Australian clubs to undertake 
more of a professional billing as a 
positive one. 

“[ think the move by clubs such as 
Carlton and Northern Spirit who are 
now training full-time and paying full- 
time salaries is a good one, and 
hopefully some of the younger players 
now will think twice about going 
overseas.” 

Scott's story stands as a stern lesson 
that there is indeed two sides to any 
foreign transfer, with the road to 
success and wealth, a treacherous one. 


UTS SYDNEY O 


ur young breed of NSL coaches, or 
Teast some of them, are becoming 
distinguished by a paradoxical twin 


stream as their common denominator: their 
stunning occasional success for such young 


| men and their equally stunning inability to 


handle defeat. 

With boorish regularity defeats are openly 
blamed on the players and never themselves. 
‘Afier each loss, the coaches are boldly quoted in 
the press saying how indisciplined their players 
were, how they lacked commitment and character 
‘and how flat-footed they were in front of goal 
despite having created a zillion chances. 

“These young princes, some of whom have 
brashly expressed designs on the national 
coaching job, should be reminded after each 
loss that it is they who picked the team, they 
who motivated the players and they who 
devised their tactics. 

Blaming players for your own failings has not 
been an uncommon pastime among coaches who 
believe such blame might postpone somewhat the 
inevitable axe that will fall upon them. But it has 
never been a particularly gracious pastime and 
even less a wise one. 

If you look carefully at the older, more 
experienced and — long term — more 
successful of our coaches, it is difficult to 
recall any of them blaming their players for 
defeats. At least openly. They might give them 
a spray in the dressing room: behind closed 
doors, but never in public. 

"They know that public humiliation brings 
disrespect, disunity and ultimately even worse 
results. 


Our young coaches, talented though they 
are, have much to learn, Among them is that 
they should be ready to lear from their older 
colleagues, that they should remain gracious in 
defeat as they are ready to embrace the spoils 
of victory. 

‘That is they should publicly accept defeats as a 
necessary occasional down side of coaching and, 
privately, be ready to blame themselves. 


‘Tt death of Jim McKay stunned us all. It 
was sad enough to see Jim, the man whose 
decisive goal against South Korea got us our 
only World Cup finals appearance, die as such 
a young man, But what was even more 
stunning was how the Australian media greeted 
it with deafening silence, 

Think back to that notorious game between 
Australia and Iran ‘in Melbourne last year. Of 
the overwhelming hype that surrounded it, Of 
the huge crowd, the record television ratings 
and the four million viewers. 

‘And then the huge impact the World Cup 
itself had on Australian audiences last June and 
July. 

Think of what the World Cup and our 
desperate need to take part in it now means to 
Australians. 

Yet here is the premature death of a man 
who played such a key role in the very 
‘achievement we are so obsessed with 
emulating, and the public hardly notice: 

It's a crying shame, But I gues: 
testimony to how far we have come since 
1974, How the country's broad obsession with 
getting into the World Cup is now so deep that 
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Come and enjoy the atmosphere and excitement when 
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Come and see many of Olympic’s past players from the 
early days of the NSL to the Present Day. 
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Pablo Cardozo 
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Olympic looks to keep its unbeaten 
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may haye forgotten that, if ‘we do so, it won't 
be for the first time, 


Ben many times Diego Maradona has 
offended even his greatest and most loyal 
fans. He's done them all. 

Drugs, love child, organised crime 
connections, player indiscipline, the lot, (You 
will note that I left out the hand of God’ 
because I don't consider it a piece of cheating 
any different from players knowingly scoring 
an offside goal, diving in the box or any other 
type of cheating they get away with in almost 
every game). Yet much of the adoration in 
which he is held remains. 

Recently 1 watched on Italian television his re~ 
appearance in Italy after seven years. His 
appearance on the Roman variety program 
Caramba went on for nearly an hour and a half, 
There were live crosses to the streets and squares 
of Naples where masses of his old Napoli tifosi 
watched the event on huge screens, 

‘The paunchy Diego was drawn to tears, The 
emotional peak came when his former, 
triumphant Napoli teammates, Careca, 
Giordano, Bagni, De Napoli and the rest, were 
-paraded in a studio re-union with their former 
captain, 

‘A ball was released in the studio and Diego 
paraded his dashing array of arrogant juggling 
skills, reminding us how much we are missing 
him. 

Maradona'’s visit was short and brief. The 
big splash will come when he retums in a few 
months and takes in a promised visit to Naples. 

‘Try not to be there for the pandemonium. 


mal 


GLiAY 


Australian Features 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


whiz-kid Kosta Salapasidis has now signed a three-year deal with 
high-flying Spanish second division club Compostela. 

‘The Spanish club were recently relegated to the second division, but now 
look certain to gain promotion back to the top flight. 

Kosta Salapasidis is no ordinary 19 year old. In the space of five years, 
he has reaped a number of rewards, including national U/20, U/23. stardom 
and Ericsson Cup fame with two clubs. 

The shy and retiring Olyroo started his football career at Adelaide City, 
under John Perin, who gave him his chance in the NSL, 

Although not yet established at Adelaide City as a starter, Kosta worked 
hard at his game and success finally paid off when he cracked the side in 
1996. 

‘That was the youngster’s finest year to date, and for his formidable per- 
formances was selected for the Young Socceroos in the World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia, 

‘This was where Kosta was seen as a player of the future after memorable 
performances in that tournament. Who could forget all four goals to give 
Australia an unforgettable win against Argentina? That was to be Kosta’s 
highlight as a number of scouts witnessed and watched in amazement what 
he had done that evening. 

Brazil's U/23 coach, Toninho Barrosso, in Australia to play Australia ear- 
lier this year, confessed that the only player he knew locally was ‘Sala’ (the 
player was not in the Olyroo squad at that point). 

After Malaysia, the main question was: when was Kosta leaving Australia 
and going abroad? The answer however was that he would sign with the club 
that he first started at, Adelaide City, He was subsequently dropped to the 
bench and hardly played for the Zebras. 


I: was a deal that was kept secret until the last minute, but Wolves 


The Olyroo member decided to take an opportunity of a lifetime and go 
for trials in Europe, The glittering spotlight of Italy was the place where 
Kosta decided to trial. Torino was the club that were keen on signing him. 
Even though a Serie B side, Torino is on the verge of entering the Serie A 
once again. Kosta had a spell with Torino and made many friends, one 
being former Italian international Gianluca Lentini, 


DULWICH HILL 


SOCCER CLUB 


1998 NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
1ST DIVISION TRIALS 


ist, U21s, U18s 


GENUINE PLAYERS INTERESTED IN 
PLAYING DIVISION ONE (1) SOCCER ARE 
INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS FOR THE 
DULWICH HILL S.C. 


TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT: 


TEMPE RESERVE, TEMPE 
6.30pm-8.30pm 


1st & U21s: Tuesday 15th & Thursday 
17th Dec 98 
Tuesday 5th & Thursday 7th Jan 99 
U18s: Wednesday 16th Dec 98 & 
6th Jan 99 


ENQUIRIES: 
DENNIS DUARTE: 0414 951 635 
JERRY ANDRADE: 0412 076 212 
DUARTE MARTINS: 0412 392 194 


TRIALS 


Torino told Kosta to come back the following year, and to spend the rest 
of this season in Australia. 

‘The first person to grab this youngster was Wollongong Wolves coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos. Brandon Park was to be Kosta’s temporary new 
home. This was to be one of Nick’s finest buys of the season, as Kosta 
impressed from day one. 

. The first game for Kosta came in a friendly against South Korea. This was 
to be a notable performance; scoring a gem of a goal and getting the Wolves 
crowd's seal of approval. 

This season saw the Olyroo permanently move to Wollongong, as an 
agreement was reached between both Adelaide City and Wollongong. 

Although an indifferent start to the year was made by Wolves, he still pro- Hs 
vided plenty of options up front, and recently scored one of his trademark = 
goals, turning beautifully and smashing home a winner against Brisbane. 

This is not the first time Wollongong had lost a player to the overseas ‘| 
market, former Olyroo Robbie Middleby was also a wolves man, Robbie is = i 


KOSTA Kx: 


very happy and yet sad as well as Kostas departure. | am happy because he is 
a yery good players, and that another player has left Australia to pursue his 
dreams in playing in Europe. But J am sad in the fact that this has dealt a 


savage blow to us, because he was one of our key players, 

“He was also a very good boy, and was respected by all that knew him, I 
already know that a number of fans will miss this young lad, as that magic 
and flair he added to the Wollongong game will be sorely missed, 1 wish him 


the best of luck in the future and hope everything goes well for hi 
Meanwhile, ‘Sala’s’ father Savvas noted: “When he left Adelaide City, 1 


thought it would be hard for him to get back at his best, because he lost the 
will to play soccer. 

“At first UTS Olympic stepped in to secure the services of my son, but 

BS later declined the offer. Wollongong then approached him, and he gladly 
accepted, the people there treated him very well, and 1 wish my son the best 
of luck.” 

Perhaps next season the name Kosta Salapasidis will be announced in 
now enjoying the treats of the German Budesliga with division two side games against Barcelona and Real Madrid, in such grand surroundings such 
Uerdingen FC. = as the Nou Camp — wouldn’t that be a coup for the player and our game, 

Last Wednesday Kosta boarded a Boeing 747 bound 
for Spain, with his father in tow. It was believed that 
the transfer deal reached one and a half million dollars, 

His contract was divided into three sections: Firstly 
Adelaide City would receive 20%, Wollongong 
received 40% and Kosta reaped 20%. 

tthe airport Salapasidis was philosophical: “Well 1. PREVENTION : Goreng sl tie 
can honestly say that I don’t know too much things ri a pee = 1 
about Spain, but I know the game there is faster and ‘ Roane eee re fexiily 4, BEFORE RETURNING 10 SPORT 
tougher. This is an opportunity for me to a make a Proper i seid iv 
pane in Europe and hopeily fli my dream in ply ae ee a Sede eee ie 
ing in the Serie A later. Strappi fiat rane 

cn thank all those people who had a say in my * Sports specific training and conditioning __ strength and mobility. : 
career, the coaches, my father, more importantly Nick * improved overall fitness 
‘Theodorakopoulos who gave me the will to play the * Proper protection (eg. shin 
best I can, and lastly former President of the Wolves 5). 
Brian Hastings who of course linked me up with : 
Compostela,” 2. COMMON INJURIES 

‘The avaialability for national team games has been * Ligament strains oF tears 
outlined. In Kosta’s case, his contract permits him to | + Bruising 
play for the Olyroos except in friendlies. * Muscle and tendon strains 

Nick Theodorakopoulos, Wolves coach, said: “Iam } % Repetitive or overuse 


injuries 
* Joint injuries 
* Stress fractures 
* Skin lacerations 
* Bursitis 


Bonnyrigg 


White Eagles 
SOCCER CLUB 
WILL BE CONDUCTING 


Dr Mitrevski with Nigeria’s Olympic team 
3, 1F INJURED goalkeeper, Emmanuel Babayaro 


Seck immediate medival 


advice, MELBOURNE FAMILY 
Ki ins, strains and 
FOR THE 1999 SEASON bi a he LCE De ee 
CADET YOUTH LEAGUE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
Under 11 and 12 
at se ear Dr. PETER MITREVSKI 
PLACE: es Cee el B.App.Sc. — Chiropractic, CCSP 
~€. Compression (bandage to Chiropractor 
control swelling) 
E. Elevation (elevate injured 


Dat to help drainage) ‘See the 


| 
Avoid any of the HARM, experts for 4 


S our next +3 
¥ at EY 


HOME GROUND, SIMPSON ROAD 
BONNYRIGG 


DATES AND TIME: 
Thursday 17th December 
5.30pm-7.00pm 
Saturday 19th December 
9.30am-11.00am 


‘H, Heat can increase bleeding ais » 
oud eile Soccer injury 

A, Alcohol increases swelling 

R, Running or exercise (it 
ay aggravate injury) 391 BALLARAT ROAD Tel: (03) 9310 1144 

M. Massage in the first 24 1 SUNSHINE, VIC. 3020 BY APPOINTMENT 
Hours because j{ oat mereate | (Cor. ERNEST ST.) Fax: (03) 9310 1733 


ALL WELCOME 
ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL 
THE CLUB’S SECRETARY 
JACK CIRJANIC ON: 


02 9823-7714 


Australian Features 
GRAHAM ARNOLD - SPIRITED YOUNG COACH 


By John Economos . 


ovember 29, 1997 was the date. 
The packed to the rafters MCG 
was the venue as Australia was 
battling to climb over the last hurdle, 
Iran, to qualify for the World Cup Finals. 

‘The scoreline read Australia 2 Iran 2 with 
‘an agonising nine minutes left on the clock. 
Should the scoreboard remain static, 
Australia was out. 

Australia’s centre-back Craig Moore was 
injured and had to be stretchered off. 

National coach Terry Venables turned to 
Graham Amold on the bench and told him: 
“You're on,” or something like that. 

‘Tearing at the leash, at last the 34 year 
old warhorse was being given his very last 
chance to inake it to. a World Cup Final. 

Three times the tenacious Arnold had 
fought for Australia to make it, twice under 
Frank Arok (1986 and 1990) and once 
(1993) under Eddie Thomson, 

On. all three previous World Cup 
campaigns, Australia had failed. 

Having turned 34 just four months 
before, and being a striker, Arnold more 
than anyone realised this was going to be his 
very last chance to climb into a World Cup 
final tournament to rub shoulders with the 
creme de la creme Soccer nations on the 
planet. 

Iran was now on @ high and had dropped 
bodies back. 

‘They were not going to give Australia an 
inch, 

With sixty seconds left, West Ham’s Stan 
Lazaridis broke away, streaking down the 
line. Arnold instinctively screamed for the 
Tranian box. 

The cross came sailing over as the 
fighting Arnold climbed with Iranian 
defenders crowding in on him. 

Despite getting his head to the missile, 
and being well on target, the Iranian 
goalkeeper denied Arnold his long life 
dream of a World Cup Final, 

Seconds later it was all over. Iran, not 
Australia, headed for Paris last June. 

‘The now totally shattered Amold sank to 
the floor, 


‘The unyielding Australian International 
striker’s ultimate Soccer dream had yet 
again, but for the last time, vanished. 

‘The Beginnings. 


‘orn in Marrickville, Sydney August 3, 

1963, the young Arnold commenced 
what was going to be a very long career in 
Soccer with the Gwawley Bay Juniors in the 
Sutherland Shire. 

From there he graduated into the NSW 
State League with Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic where he became a prolific 
goalscorer for his coach Ronnie Corry the 
former Australian World Cup goalkeeper of 
the 60s. 

Making his debut with Canterbury's first 
grade team, Arnold marked the occasion by 
scoring in his very first match, but it was not 
enough to prevent Blacktown City hitting 
back with two more goals to spoil things. 

Soon young Graham attracted the 
attention of some clubs from the NSL which 
included Sydney Olympic, then coached by 
Tommy Docherty as well as Sydney 
Croatia. 

Sydney Croatia won the race for Amold’s 
signature and the strapping striker made his 
debut in 1984 against Melita Eagles and 
again scored first up in a match that this 
time ended in a 1-1 draw. 

Sydney Croatia that year was a crack side 
and Arnold played alongside super stars 
such as the magical midfielder Kenny 
Boden, block-busting flanker Peter 
Hensman, powerful sweeper Bruno Vidaic 
plus ace NSW State goalkeeper Steve 
Watson. 

“They were all some players,” Arnold 
reflected. 

Just a year after making his debut with 
Sydney Croatia, Amold made his debut for 
‘Australia’s national team to play against the 
crack Yugoslav team, Red Star of Belgrade 
at St George Stadium. 

The fulltime European pros gave the part- 
time Australia a lesson in Soccer, defeating 
the ‘Green and Gold’ 1-4 but not before yet 
again, for his third debut, Amold scored his 
first goal for the national side. 

What were some of Graham’s 
memorable moments in his long Soccer 

career? 


‘Commencing 9.00am 


9387 1760 


Wednesdays 


Commencing 6.00pm. 


Stanmore Hawks Soccer Club | 


1999 TRIALS 
DIVISION ONE 
FEDERATION 


‘Tuesdays & Thursdays 


Mllawarra Rd, Marrickville 


Contact: Eddie Briscoe (coach) 


Under 11s and Under 12s 


TEMPE RESERVE 
Holebeach Street, Tempe 


Contact: Steve (club secretary) 
964 2178 or 0419 686 569 


“Really there have 
been too many to 
mention, but every time I 
played for Australia it 
was a very special 
moment for me. 

“Then there was the 
time I played in the 
Dutch Cup final for my 
side Roda J.C. but we 
lost 2-0 that day. Still it 


TEMPE RESERVE was a daunting 
Holebeach Street, Tempe experience before a huge 
Commencing 6.00pm European crowd,” stated 
Amold. 
Sundays 2 
European Offers 
MAHONEY RESERVE Filter Through. 


In 1989 Belgian side 
Mechelen in the first 
division, approached 
Amold with a contract to 
g0 fulltime in Europe, 

At that time, Arnold 
was earning a solid 
living through his trade 
as a carpenter . 

In fact he had just 
finished building his own 


house when the Belgian 
offer lobbed. 

Arnold most 
surprisingly and 


unperturbed, rejected the 
wonderful, spontaneous 


chance to go to Europe. 

But just one year later, another offer 
filtered through, this time from Holland. 

Roda J.C. urgently wanted Arnold’s 
services. This time the answer was an 
emphatic ‘yes’, and within a week Amold 
was off to Holland where he played for 
Roda for the next two years before being 
Joaned out to Charleroi for a season. 

Last year Amold was drafted to Japan by 
former national coach Eddie Thomson and 
played in the J-League with Club side 
Hiroshima. 

Who were some of the best players 
Arnold played with whilst overseas? 

“I would have to say Pierre Van 
Hooijdonk who went to Nottingham Forrest 
asa striker. 

“Arthur Numan was another, then there 
were Victor Ikpeba and Sunday Oliseh. 
They were all very good players.” 

What about Australian players? Who 
did Arnold rate in his playing days here? 

“There were many great players. But 
Zarko Odzakov at Sydney Croatia and the 
national team was a great playmaker. 
Vederan Rozic who came to Sydney from 
Croatia and was our coach and sweeper was 
another great player. 

“I also liked Jimmy Patikas who was 
exciting and strong, plus as well my old 
mate Robbie Slater at Sydney Croatia, the 
national team and now with me again at the 
Northern Spirit,” Amold evaluated, 

‘Today’s Standard in Australia? 

“J's understandable with the huge player 
drain of recent years, but the standard is 
definitely down. 

“It's nowhere near as good as when I left. 
Too many young players are promoted 
when in fact they are not really ready or up 
toit. 

“The quality has suffered over recent 
years.” 

Coaching the Northern Spirit? 

Having returned to Sydney from Japan 
earlier this year to takeover the coaching 
reins of the NSL's newest member club, the 
Norther Spirit, Arnold has had to draw on 
every ounce of his experience. 

First he had to recruit a brand new 
playing staff, then tried to blend players 
who were mostly young with a scant 
sprinkling of well experienced material, a 
dangerous cocktail that has proved most 
arduous to date, 

And as if Amold’s herculean task was not 
enough, the season had not even started 
when the rookie coach was struck by long 
term injuries to three key players. 

First to go was dynamic striker Tony 
Perinich who ripped his knee whilst 
shooting at training during the pre-season. A 
knee recontruction soon followed, 

‘Then experienced sweeper and former 
Spurs midfielder lan Crook broke down 
forcing him to miss vital early matches. 

Scotty Ollerenshaw, not having played 
single game since his return from Malaysia, 
underwent surgery on his ankle from which 
he has still not recovered. Worse still, 
Ollerenshaw being so frustrated that he is 
finding difficulty in regaining full fitness, 
has recently forced him to hand his contract 
back to Amold. 

If these casualties to star players were not 
enough, Arnold was again hit by yet 
another, that to his star midfielder Troy 
Cranney. 

The very talented Queensland flank- 
midfielder suffered severe knee ligament 
damage forcing yet another surgical knee 
reconstruction to be done on a Spirit player. 

It’s been blow after blow for Arnold 
despite the huge supportive crowd 
attendances swarming into North Sydney 
Oval on Friday nights, by far the biggest 


crowds of any club in Sydney and narrowly 
second in the whole of Australia, yielding 
only to the Perth Glory. 

“This being my first coaching post has 
been most testing to say the least, 

“Starting a new club from nothing was 
always going to be hard. 1 was restricted to 
recruiting players that were coming out of 
contract as well, Then I got hit with injuries 
and suspensions that have not helped at all. 
A lot of time and effort has gone into 
promoting our new Club,” Arnold 
explained. 

Contenders 
Championship? 

Amold without hesitation reeled off his 
choices. 

“You can’t go past South Melbourne, 
Marconi and Perth. But don’t write off 
Adelaide City, 

“J just hope that I’ll be able to scrape the 
Northem Spirit into the top Six. I would be 
satisfied with that after our horrendous start 
with long injuries. 

“Hopefully 1 will have back on deck lan 
Crook within two weeks and Tony Perinich 
could be back by February. But as far as 
‘Troy Cranney goes, I've lost him for the rest 
of the season. 

Arnold after first believing he had 
assembled a strong enough squad to carry 
him through the Club’s first season at the 
beginning, is now finding himself looking 
again to recruit one or two new players to 
bolster his injury tampered playing staff, 

It’s hoped that sometime within the next 
seven to 10 days, Amold will sign former 
Sheffield Wednesday and Sydney 
Olympic’s robust midfielder, Adem Poric 
plus one other , for the time being to remain 
unnamed. 

Australia’s Future? 

“Hopefully I would like to say that 
Australian Soccer is going to go forward. I 
would first like to see a national League of 
12 teams, not 15 as is the case today. 

“The player drain to 
Europe has been too 
‘great over recent years. 

“J would also like to 
see more and more 
private consortiums 
taking over clubs like 
they do in Europe and 
England. It’s a must. 

“As far as the next 
World Cup we have to 
start immediately our 
preparations. 

“Right now there is no 
structure at the top and 
nothing is planned. It has 
been all off-the-cuff- 
stuff to date. 


For The League 


RACING SOCCER CLUB 


NSW FEDERATION DIV 5 
Players required training has 
started ground Whitlam Park No.4 
Green Valley Rd, Busby 


PAUL FALZON COACH 
(9790 4074 an 019 989 814 BH) 
NICOLAS SERRET PRESIDENT 
(8425 1222 Bu 0413 71 0601) 


“The appointment of a national coach is 
vital right now. There are a lot of young 
‘coaches here in Australia that could possibly 
do the job. 

“Look what's happening in Holland and 
England for example, 

“Frank Rikjaard has taken over the Dutch 
squad whilst Glenn Hoddle took over 
England. They're both young, 

“Australia has David Mitchell, Frank 
Farina and Eddie Krncevic that could do the 
job. 

“Right now Australia doesn’t have any 
important games lined up so now is the time 
to give one of these former international 
players and young coaches the chance to 
Jearn and do the job. 

“Us going overseas forever to look for 
national coaches has not been the answer, I 
could never have experienced what I’m 
going through here at the Spirit if 1 had not 
been given the chance initially. We must 
have faith in our own young coaches for one 
of them to be able to do the job. 

“Blanco and Scheinflug will not be 
around forever you know. 

“So Soccer Australia must appoint a 
national coach now and send him or them 
overseas to lear. 

“Somebody like David Mitchell for 
example who has strong contacts in England 
and has in the past played with, and knows, 
England's Glenn Hoddle well. 

“Mitch could be sent overseas to learn 
with all the contacts he has,” Arnold 


Suggested. 


Meanwhile the NSL’s rookie coach has 
his hands full as Arnold strenuously 
endeavours to steer the, League's fledgling 
Spirit through erly season choppy waters, 
and hopefully into a harbour of success. 

Last night the Spirit journeyed to the 
National capital's Bruce Stadium to play the 
Canberra Cosmos in Round 10 of the 
National League. 


CONTACT: 


Australian Features 


n Guest of the Week we have one 
lof the bright lights of the SBS TV 
World Cup coverage of France 98. 
Her segments on the streets of France's 
World Cup cities radiated colour, 
excitement and humour, and in the studio 
she achieved the impossible when 
succeeded in prompting a smile from 
Johnny Warren. 
Please a big Four Diegos and Soccer 
Weekly welcome to Optus Vision Sporting 
Personality ... Tracey Holmes. 


Diegos: “We've said time and time again on this 
show that perhaps, the most memorable moment of 
the SBS TV coverage of the World Cup, was when 
you threatened to give Les Murray a ‘squirrel grip’ 
on air. Did you at any stage have to carry through 
with your threat?” 

Holmes: “Well no. When | got back to the studio that 
afternoon Les had to admit that he didn’t know what a 
squirrel grip was!" 

Diegos: “Did you feel the need to show him?” 

Holmes; “I decided not to, | thought it best be left to 
some of the male members of the SBS team to clarify 
things for him.” 

Diegos; “When you reported live from the streets 
of some of the World Cup cities, it seemed as though 
you were never far from the running pitched battles 
between the hooligans and the police, 

“How dangerous was it for you, and did you at 
any stage feel like doing a Mike Munro in ‘A 
Current Affair’ and chasing a hooligan down the 
street with camera in toe, trying to get an 
interview?” 

Holmes; “We did actually do that on a couple of 
occasions. I don't know how | got the job, but 1 was 
rostered on SBS's 'Hooli-cam', 

“T enjoyed it from a journalistic sense but in reality, it 
was quite frightening and a really horrible part of the 
World Cup. This was especially so after the Argentina 
game when England was knocked out of the tournament. 
Tt was just awful. 

“At one point I was standing next to a mother who 
was with her three little kids. People were picking up 
blocks of cement and smashing them on the ground so 
that they could get hand-sized pieces that they could 
throw at each other and smash shop windows, 

“We actually were forced to hide inside a television 
compound that belonged to Argentine TV. The lady and 
her little boys, who were wearing their England soccer 
shirts, were in tears because this was a side of the game 
that they had not seen before and one that didn't really 
want to be part of. 

“These scenes made you feel that there was a real 
need for the English authorities to stand up and say to 
these hooligans, that you are not representing us or our 
sport the way we would like you to and therefore we 
won't allow you travel anywhere for 10 years. 

“Something serious had to be done because it was a 
horrible situation.” 

Diegos: "You have done a lot of reporting on a 
variety of sports over the years. Prior to the gig on 
SBS you were a member of the ‘Grandstand’ team 
on the ABC. In your opinion, were does soccer stand 
in the minds of Aussie sports lovers?” 

Holmes: “It’s interesting isn't it. This is a debate that 
has been going on for many years, What is so interesting 
is that as far back as 20 years ago, people were saying 
that soccer was ready to take off in this country. 

“It’s the same discussion that people are having now. 


You keep thinking — what is the catalyst going to be? 
Soccer's been on the edge for so long. It seems the only 
thing it needs to do is to take that big plunge and dive in. 
T guess it also depends on what city you're from. 

“Perth Glory and the support they have at home is 
absolutely incredible. You guys know what the feeling 
is like in Melbourne. 

“In the past it has been regarded as the real heart of 
soccer in this country but then again, we've got a 

different atmosphere in Sydney this year with the 
Norther Spirit. 

“T guess it’s the coming together of all of the factions 
and all the different elements that make up soccer in this 
country. Soccer Australia over the past few years has 
been trying out different things and moving in different 
directions. 

“The same applies to sponsorship. It seems the game 
has finally been able to attract the corporate world to 
soccer, With the downfall of some sports like Rugby 
League, particularly in Queensland and NSW, a new 
market is opening up. 

“When soccer is so strong for young kids and the 
youth market in this country, there's no reason why it 
can't explode, I don’t know what the ignition point is 
going to be, but we've got the talent and it’s all here, 
ready and waiting. I just don't know what the catalyst is 
going to be.” 

Diegos: “What's your view on the coverage of 
soccer on commercial TV at present?” 

Holmes; “I always thought it was going to be sad 
when SBS lost the rights because they did it so well. 
‘Their coverage from the last World Cup was fantastic 

“Unfortunately, it looks as though the cost factor may 
prevent them from securing the rights in the future. That 
always seems to be the way with the coverage of sport 
in this country 

“You have minnows like SBS and the ABC who take 
a sport to a certain exciting level which in itself, makes 
it worth a whole lot more money. As a result, they can't 
afford to buy the rights anymore. 

“So it moves on to commercial TV which has a whole 
different structure. Its one of those inevitable changes 
that no one really wants to see but you know is going to 
happen. So you haye to just stand up and take what's 
forked out | guess.” 

Diegos: "The Diegos are curious about your 
World Cup hairstyles. Some days you went for the 
‘Gordon Gecko Wall Street’ look and on other days 
you went for the blow waved all-purpose look. What 
factors determined which style you went for? 

Holmes: “It actually depended on the mood | woke 
up in. I have one of those really nice heads of hair, 
which is greatly determined by the weather. If its rainy, 
windy and there's a bit of moisture in the atmosphere, 
my hair gets a bit frizzy and that's when | go for the slick 
back look.” 

Diego: “At one stage it looked as though Johnny 
Warren and you were competing for the best hair 
look. Is that true?” 

Holmes: "We used to compare hair colours and hair 
products each morning before we went on air. I must 
say, I discovered that he has got a few hair tips that I 
didn't know about." 

Diegos: “Tracey we have the highest regard for 
you as a top line sports commentator and presenter. 
But The Four Diegos, being the perceptive hot 
bloodied males that we are, have also noticed that 
you are a woman. Using any criteria you wish, who 
Was your favorite World Cup player and why?” 

Holmes: “Actually | liked Chilavert the Paraguayan 
goalkeeper.” 

Diegos: “Ah, a loose cannon but somehow 
ruggedly handsome.” 

Holmes: “Yes exactly, and I've heard that you four 
guys are fairly similar in looks and attitude.” 

Diegos: “Is it the white singlet tucked into the 
wrestling togs, black shoes and black socks that does 
it for you Tracey?” 

Holmes: “Yes! 1 don't remember Chilavert having a 
moustache as large as you guys, but the other 
similarities are uncanny. What did impress me about 
Chilavert is that he comes from a country were a lot of 
people have to struggle. 

“| remember him being asked before their last game 
of the tournament, if he was feeling the pressure to win, 
and he replied ... ‘Til tell you what pressure is, pressure 
is when you can't afford to buy food to put on the table 


for your kids at night, that's pressure. 

“What we're talking about here is a soccer game, and 
we are so lucky to be able to represent our country and 
come to a tournament like this with the rest of the world 
watching us, 

“But in the end, there still has to be an element of fun, 
no matter how seriously you take this game. You still 
have to be out there to enjoy it and once you're not 
enjoying it anymore — give it up because there are 
some bigger problems in life that need to be addressed.” 

“T liked what he said and of course, in addition to not 
knowing what's going to happen next with the guy, 
made him quite fascinating.” 

Diegos: “Tracey , now its time for The Four 

gos World Cup France 98 Heart Balm 
where we ask you to give us your brief inner 
most ite thoughts on the following 
topics...Posh Spice?” 

Holmes: “I reserve my judgement.” 

Diegos: “Christian Vieri?” 

Holmes: “Beautiful!” 

Diegos: “Ronaldo's convulsive fit?” 

Holmes: “Interesting. I think the whole saga 
needs further looking at.” 

Diegos; “Gerard Depardieau?” 

“Sensational! He sums up everything 


Holmes: “The best !” 

Diegos: “You have moved successfully from a 
radio background into TV. You now have your 
own show ‘The Tracey Holmes Show’ on Sports 
Australia Optus Vision. 

“What is the next move for you, will it be 
Midday with Tracey Holmes on Channel 9 or 
perhaps, Tracey Holmes IMT?” 

Holmes: “Actually what 1 was hoping for was 
something like 'The Four Diegos and Tracey 
Holmes.” 

Diegos: “Well Tracey, we really wanted to 
talk to you about that. We'll have our people 
"Do Lunch’ with your people perhaps. Until the 
next World Cup Ole! Adios Amigo !” 

Holmes: “Thanks Diegos. Send me a poster of 


NSW Amateur Cup Finalists 1998 
Kellyville Cup Champions 1998 


ComMITTED CoAcH 


"The Four Diegos' in the white singlets and I'll hang it 
next to my Jose Luis Chilavert poster in the bathroom. 
Adios Amigos!” 


Four Diegos Radio Show is on FM Stereo 974 
in Melbourne on Saturday as pou 
sponsored by Soccer Weekly, 

~ E-Mail: FourDiegos@ bigpond.com 

Until next time on onAdios Amigos 1 


COACH 


WANTED 


| North Epping Rangers 


Premier League 


2 nights training 
Saturday games 
Andy 0419 260 572 
Mark 0414 619 666 


WORLD CUP 


OFF WITH AUSTRALIA CUP © 


set to take on the Matildas for the inaugural 
Australia Cup in Sydney and Canberra, 6-13 
January. 

‘The three World Cup nations are keen to gauge their 
progress with just six months remaining before the big 
event, 

It will be the first time both Italy and Canada have 
ever played in Australia, and certainly the highest 
calibre trio of teams to play here. A home Olympic 
Games gives us the advantage of being able to attract 
top level teams to make the long journey down under. 

With the Australia Cup established as an annual 
event, the Matildas will be assured of class 
internationals each summer up to and beyond the 2000 
Olympics. The home fans can look forward to a regular 
event to book in their diaries. 

‘The Matildas, undefeated in twelve months, would 
love to repeat the historic performance achieved in their 
last home international, when they upset Olympic silver 
medallists China 2-1 in the final of the Tri-Nations 
Series in Canberra, 

‘The stylish Italians became the first of six European 
nations to win through to the World Cup as undefeated 
winners of Group 2, New head coach Carlo Facchin 


Je and Canada are soon to land on our shores, 


YEAR KICKS | 


assembled his charges in camp last week at the National | 
Technical Centre near Florence in preparation for the 
Australian tour. 

Star veteran midfielder Antonella Carta is a member 
of the exclusive world all-time ‘century club’ with 111 
caps in Italy's colours and will lead the 20-member 
team travelling to Australia with an entourage of nine 
officials, 

Italy was unlucky not to reach the semi-finals of the 
1991 World Cup, losing in extra-time to eventual 
runners-up Norway. 

Included in Canada’s Australia Cup team is attacker 
Charmaine Hooper, current MVP in the USA's W- 
League and a former star professional in Japan. Canada 
eared their second World Cup finals berth with a solid 
1-0 win in the CONCACAF (North/Central America | 
and Carribean confederation) final against Mexico. 

Finishing top of Group A, the Canadians won all 
their qualification matches, conceding no goals in the 
process. 

Marconi Stadium will host the opening two matches 
of the Australia Cup including Australia's clash with ,| 
Italy. The tournament then moves to Canberra's Bruce 
Stadium, one of the six venues to host the 2000 
Olympic football competitions. 


| 
FIRST AUSTRALIA CUP 
Wed 6 January —_‘Ttaly y Canada 7.00pm Marconi Stadium 
Fri § fanuary Australia v Ttaly 6.00pm Marconi Stadium 
Sun 10 January Australia y Canada 7.30pm Bnice Stadium. 
Wed 13 January rd Placed Team v Australia B 5.00pm Bruce Stadium | 
Final 7.00pm Bruce Stadium 


AUSTRALIA 


selected, ‘The B side will play one of the World Cup nations at Bruce Stadium on 13 | 


January before the final. 


'B' TO PLAY | 
WORLD CUP NATION 


T: ‘Australia B Team to play the third-placed nation in the Australia Cup has been 


‘The Australia B Team is a quality combination of experienced fringe players and youth athletes 
pushing for future selection. AIS athletes Shelley Youman and Kim Revell will bolster the team's 
midfield, 


AUSTRALIA B TEAM 


Dianne ALAGICH SA Joanne POWELL NNSW 
Louisa BISBY VIC Kim REVELL QLD 
Lisa DUNNE QLD Danielle SMALL NNSW 
Bryony DUUS QLD Sacha WAINWRIGHT ACT 
Peita-Claire HEPPERLIN ACT Tracey WHEELER WA 
Sunni HUGHES NNSW Amy WILSON ACT 
Georgette LEAKE QLD Kaye YARDIN NSW | 
Kristy MOORE. SA Shelley YOUMAN NNSW 


INNER THOUGHTS ... 


"if | wish to fulfill my own goals as a player and the goals that | have in conjunction 
with the National Team, | feel that it is necessary to offer my full commitm it to the 
(AIS) program as the other Australian-based players have done." 

Alison Forman on her difficult decision to leave Denmark, her home of six years 


“It's been a very stressful time here for everybody over the past few weeks, and 
really it just becomes a waiting game. The fact is there are twenty scholarships 
between about thirty players that could make it." 

Australian captain Sonia Gegenhuber on the lead-up to selections 


“The easiest way to describe how hard it's been is that | wasn't able to say that any 
of the players hadn't tried or worked hard enough - it would've been easier if there 
were. So it came down to performance over the period they've been in." 

National Coach Greg Brown on selection decisions 


THREE NEW AIS 
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 


hree new players have been awarded a coveted 
AIS scholarship, joining the seventeen 
Matildas to have retained a place in the full- 
time centralised program as we enter a World Cup 
year. 
‘Alison Forman and Angela Iannotta have opted to 
retum to Australia to take up a scholarship, putting their 
overseas soccer careers aside for the moment in a bid to 
boost their World Cup and Olympic prospects, whilst 
NSW's seventeen-year-old attacking midfielder Kelly 
Golebiowski has fought her way back into the top ranks, 

Forman is the first foreign player to notch up the 
milestone of one hundred games for Danish club Fortuna 
Hjorring, collecting a bagful of championship medals 
along the way since 1992. 

Tannotta has played in Italy and Japan for the last six 
years with ACF Agliana, Panasonic Bambina, and 
‘Ascoli Picenum. Both are familiar with the AIS, having 
spent time this year on visiting scholarships. 

Golebiowski was a key member ‘of the recent 
Australian Youth Team which toured The Netherlands 
and carried her form into the Ansett Australia Summer 
Series. 

The Westfields Sports High student was among six 
players brought into the AIS for trials over ten days this 
month, Golebiowski is the youngest ever Matilda, 
making her international debut at the age of just fourteen 
in 1996 against the USA in America. Her successful 
return comes following knee surgery which sidelined her 
for a year, 


The past few weeks leading up to the selections have 
been a harrowing time for Australia's top players, not 
least of all the current scholarship athletes. 

Training together as a unit brings with it new 
pressures and situations at these times of review and it is 
a credit that so many have met the challenge over the 
initial six months at the AIS. 

Neither has it been easy decision time for the coaches, 
with such competition for places at a crucial time in the 
Matildas' program and the inevitable disappointments 
that go with selections. 

Announced in conjunction with the AIS athletes last 
Friday, the Olympic Athlete Program (OAP) Squad sees 
the introduction of two youngsters, 

‘ACT athletes Amy Wilson (18 years) and Peita-Claire 
Hepperlin (16) both impressed on the recent Australian 
Youth Team tour and national league. Wilson has 
already played for Australia, earning seven caps since 
1996, whilst Hepperlin was awarded captaincy of the 
Youth Team in Holland, 

Tracie McGovern retains her place as an OAP player, 
and Kristyn Swaffer joins the twenty AIS players in the 
OAP Squad which has been reduced from 27 to 24 
players. 

‘The new AIS scholarship period lasts from 14 January 
to 1 June, the approximate date the World Cup Team 
will depart for Canada and the USA. ‘The squad and the 
program will undergo a review after the team's return, 


AIS SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES (20) 


State Hometown Caps 
Traci BARTLETT ACT Sydney. a ae | 
Sharon BLACK SA ‘Adelaide 2 a 
Joanne BUTLAND. QLD i a 
Lisa CASAGRANDE, ACT 
Sarah COOPER ACT 
Alicia FERGUSON — QLD 
Alison FORMAN Denmark 
Sonia GEGENHUBER. QLD 
Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI 
‘Angela IANNOTTA 
Belinda KITCHING 
Julie MURRAY 
Joanne PETERS 
Cheryl SALISBURY 


AUSTRALIA CUP MATILDAS 


he Matildas will contest next month’s Australia Cup against Italy and Canada with a 
team of eighteen. OAP player Tracie McGovern comes into the team with Sarah 
Cooper unavailable through injury. 

‘AIS midfielders Shelley Youman and Kim Revell will add experience to the Australia B Team 


who play the third-placed team on the day of the final. 


AUSTRALIA CUP TEAM (18) ; 


Traci BARTLETT Sonia GEGENHUBER Joanne PETERS 
Sharon BLACK Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI Cheryl SALISBURY 
Joanne BUTLAND Angela JANNOTTA Bridgette STARR. 

Lisa CASAGRANDE Belinda KITCHING Anissa TANN-DARBY 
Alicia FERGUSON Tracie MCGOVERN Amy TAYLOR 

Alison FORMAN Julie MURRAY Natalie THOMAS 


a ne ae 15 


~ Sydney United 


Melbourne Knights — 
Adelaide Shark 


Breakers 


Wollongong Wolves 6 
Gippsland Falcons 1 
Adelaide City 1 


South Melbourne 1 


next round Canberra v Northern Spirit. 


Played Monday night (Dec 14) — 
Friday 18 December 
Newcastle Breakers v Mel. Knights 
Breakers Stadium 
Saturday 19 December 
Marcont Fajbietd v Cariton TABLE 
Marconi Stadium 
Gippsland Falcons v Adelaide cl 
Mobil Park i Wet D akg aB ances 
Sunday 20 i 2 Perth Glory 7 2 GME LE PY hb oesta 
hern spirit Marconi 6 2 4. Ss oq aerial im 20 
South Melbourne 5 3 Qo Mien ones 
Ca f 5 2 Edam): Bimal ist Pd 
Adelgide 5 2 CMa Fl Cian es 
ny 5 2 efi ghti ( 14.17 
Sharks 4 2 3°94 A214 
idl iney Olympic 4 4 AAs, 1s rs 
: ee yngong Wolves Sie 2. 6. 16)..46 414 
Tee ‘ee ine Strikers Qe 32 1s 140 
ALG Alay ern Spirit S00 ea 6 4 40 
lo Knights = ie} 6 (Fete sen] 
psiand 2 2 Ave) 408 
lewcastle 2 1 O10. AB 7. 
0 ie) 9 6 28:0) 


check local guides 
changes. We acce 
responsibility foi ss 
changes to fixt a 
incorrect infor! 

supplied to us. 


eekly 's Ericsson Cup coverage 
proudly sponsored 
by the 
os Radio Show. Ole! 


SEM secu 


ADELAIDE CITY 4 1 
Mori 33 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 


Trimboli 43 
At Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


By Margaret Bowden and Donald Campbell 


warm and sadly both City and South seemed 
to have cooled with it. For the first time in five 
weeks the Hindmarsh faithful were deprived of a free 
flowing, attacking game, 
Shots on target Were at a minimum and both sides 
ing. 


T: weather had cooled from sizzling to luke 


showed uncharacteristic sloppiness in their pa 
Even the grand master himself, Milan Ivan 
ball wizard Paul ‘Baby Face’ Trimboli were having 
problems., 
‘Terminello had several chances to score but his shots 
were either off target or brilliantly saved by Michael 
Petkovie, who had a much busier even than brother 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 1 
Thorp 33 


At Knights Stadium, Melbourne 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


delaide Sharks won their second game on the 

road for the season on Sunday, surviving a 

second half onslaught to beat Melbourne Knights 
1-0, 

Hamilton Thorp's 33rd minute goal won a scrappy, but 
at times exciting game, 

‘The Knights put the Sharks under all sorts of pressure 
after half time but goal line clearances and some 
outstanding goalkeeping from Nathan Wildy kept them 
scoreless, 

Sharks coach, Manfred Schaefer, was delighted to have 
picked up the three points under such pressure from the 
Knights. 

“Tt was a real fighting performance. They (Knights) 


PERTH GLORY 2 
Naven 56, Boutsianis 87 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 
Maloney 38, Trajanovski 60 


At Perth Oval, Perth 
By Richard Kreider 


superb 20 metre free-kick strike by Con 

Boutsianis three minutes from the final 

whistle safeguarded Perth Glory’s three point 
buffer on Marconi 
encounter between the 
Oval last Sunday. 

Played in hot and humid conditions, the game itself 
almost boiled over in the 86th minute when referee 
Eugene Brazzale disallowed a goal from Danny Hay, 
which promptly brought a shower of plastic cool-drink 
bottles into one corner of the pitch. 

Representatives of Soccer Australia were on hand to 
witness the behaviour of some of the fans, which 
prompted Glory General Manager Roger Lefort to issue 
a warning to the small number of offenders. 

“This is not the way we expect our supporters to 
behave,” said Lefort. 

“Throwing such items on the pitch is an offence with 


eld following a pulsating 
title challengers at Perth 


SHARKS LOOKING A REAL DANGER 


BLOCKBUSTER IN THE WEST 


Jason at the other end. 

Highlight of the amtch for the locals was Damian 
Mori’s elusive 96th National League goal for City, 
breaking the club record and a four week goal drought. 
Mori and his herd celebrated in the 33rd minute amidst 
disbelief and protestations of ‘offside’ from the South 
defence. 

Veart began the deadly move in the right midfield, 
knocking the ball to Mennillo who flicked it out to 
Terminello on the left. Terminello sent a magic pass into 
the right hand side of the box for Mori, whose shot 
flashed past Michael Petkovic into the left hand corner 
of the goal from a 45 degree angle only 12 metres out — 
1-0. 88.5 

Coast FM Man of the Match Michael Petkovie was 
well off his line for the rest of the game, ready to pounce 
on anything in the 18 yard area and even outside it, 

City failed to cfapitalise on this, especially in the 
second half when South were down to 10 men. They 
seemed more intent on playing balls across the penalty 
area than shooting. 

Petkovic displayed superb judgment, supreme 


really put us under the hammer” said Schaefer. 

“We needed those three points, it was an excellent 
performance by the Knights but we have played like that 
nearly all season and had ofily 11 points to show for it 
before today,” 

Knights coach Vid Horvat acknowledged after the game 
that he is growing in frustration, “It’s the first time I've 
really been disappointed” he said. “The players all gave 
100% so I can’t complain about them, maybe God doesn’t 
like us. - 

“J don't know what more we could have done,” 

It was the Knights’ second narrow home loss in 
succession, in both of them, the Knights had the greater 
share of scoring opportunities. 

‘On arain-soaked pitch, nothing much had happened until 
‘Thorp’s goal. Alex Castro; who was very busy on the left 
hand side throughout the game, delievered a far post cross 
{o the lanky Thorp whose downward header was too good 
for Joe Didulica. 

‘The Knights came back, Kelic tested Wildy from long 
range but the Sharks custodian was equal to it. 

Harry Karl went close soon after but perhps: should have 
done better after some neat work from Tom Pondeljak. 

Just before half time Pondeljak looked to have beaten 


Soccer Australia and Perth Glory can be fined said. 
“Whilst we believe we have the greatest supporters in 
Australia, that doesn’t exonerate them for committing 
such acts.” 

The game itself was a top-drawer classic and the 2-2 
scoreline was a fair result for this end-to-end encounter, 
marred only by the bottle invasion and a few dubious 
decision from the referee. 

“Tt would have been unfair had we lost the game 
today considering the chances we had, especially in the 
first half,” said Glory coach Bernd Stange. “It is not my 
job to criticise the referee, the players made more 
mistakes than him,” he said. 

Glory kicked off away from the ‘Hill’ end hard with 
John Markovski searching for his 100th NSL goal as 
early as the third minute with a strike that went just 
wide. 

Bobby Despotovski, Vas Kalogeracos and Scott 
Miller were next to test the Marconi goalkeeper David 
‘Aceski who was filling in for the injured Ante Covic. 
‘Aceski in fact would have pleased his coach Frank 
Farina with a string of quality saves throughout the 
match. 

The 13th minute header from Miller, especially, 
looked goalbound until Aceski pushed it onto the 
upright. 

The ‘keeper however, was beaten comprehensively 
after half-an-hour’s play when Markovski’s fearful left- 


confidence and the most entertaining play of the game. 
At the 35 minute Lozanoyski miscued a pass back, 
Petkovie raced across to his right, kept the ball in play 
outside the penalty area, skipped around two Zebra 
attackers then went for a short run upfield before 
knocking the ball safely out of play. 

This inspired South to equal the score in the 43rd 
minute thjrough a rare piece of ‘Trimmers’ individual 
magic. Coveny collected the ball in midfield from a long 
Baser clearance and tapped it to Trimboli under 
pressure, who ducked away from two City players and 
ran 30 metres unchallenged to the edge of the penalty 


area. 

As the City defenders continued to back off, he let fly 
a scorcher along the ground, which deflected off 
Ivanovic and looped over Jason Petkovic for 1-1. 

‘The second half followed the same pattern as the first, 
minus the goals. Lozanoyski was sent off in the 57th 
minute for a second yellow card offence. Mori had 
fouled him in the opening minutes of the game and he 
looked determined to settle the score. 

After hefty tackles on Dongi kim kim and Mori, his 
ankle crusher on Talladira in the 13th minute spurred 
referee Con Diomis to flash the yellow card. 

The red followed when “Lozza' shoved Kim in the 
back, sending him leadlong onto the fence. Fortunately 
he was not badly hurt, but South limped away from this 
game with ankle injuries to David Clarkson and Steve 
Panopoulos. 


Wildy but his left foot strike came back off the outside of 
the post. 

In what were difficult conditions for goalkeepers, Wildy 
was having a blinder, smothering a Michael Reda drive at 
the start of the second half. 

He needed some help from team mates on the hour who 
somehow managed to keep the ball from crossing the line. 

Reda’s miskick from a corner ballooned to Ransford 
Banini and his acrobatic overhead kick looked to going in 
until Richie Alagich cleared it off the line but only as far as 
to Karl whose effort was deflected wide. 

In the 64th minute, the Sharks survived another scare as 
Zeljko Susa released Karl who went around Wildy but his 
shot too, was hooked away, this time by Paul Souris. 

By this time, only Derek Poimer was foward for the 
Sharks but it seemed the Knights, with shot upon shot on 
goal, were never going to find the net. 

Wildy saved his best stop for Pondeljak’s powerful strike 
in the 68th minute, diving full stretch to his right to keep it 


out. 

The Knights however probably should have gone two 
down in the dying minutes. With so many men committed 
forward, there was always the danger of a swift counter- 
attack and sure enough Poimer found substitute Joel Porter 
in acres of space but his nervous shot was blocked by 
Didulica. 

Schaefer, happy that his team kept its first clean sheet of 
the year, thinks that the Sharks are genuine championship 
contenders. 

“We can give this championship a real shake. It's the 


foot released a rising missile from 20 metres that nearly 
snapped the cross-bar. 

The Stallions responded a minute later through 
Francis Awaritefe who brought the best out of Glory 
goalie Danny Milosevic with another long-range strike. 

The game was also a midfield duel between skippers 
Gareth Naven and Brad Maloney, both having superb 
games and in fact both found themselves on the score 
sheet. 

Marconi broke the deadlock in the 38th minute of 
play when Boutsianis allowed a deep Mike Smith centre 
to bounce over his head and Maloney wasted no time in 
curling the ball high into the far reaches of the net for 
his seventh goal of the season. 

Kalogeracos came close to equalising two minutes 
before the break with a grass-bumer but Aceski denied 
the Glory striker by finger-tipping the shot away. 

‘The home side went straight on the offensive at the 
start of the second-half and, after Miller’s 48th minute 
shot was well saved, Naven finally found the net in the 
56th minute from a speculative 25 metre strike that 
appeared to have caught Aceski by surprise. 

Marconi however, again halted Glory in their tracks 
on the hour when Kris Trajanovski, who had a quiet 
first-half, silenced the 17,588 crowd with an accurate 
strike from the left that again gave Milosevic no chance. 

The Glory goalkeeper kept his side in the game with 
his best save of the day when he stopped a clever back- 
heeler from Awaritefe right on the line, five minutes 
from the end, 

‘Seconds later, Hay headed home what appeared to be 
a legitimate equaliser but the referee adjudged Aceski 
‘was being impeded by the towering Hay. 

‘After Smith was shown a red card for a second 
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best start I’ve ever had with a team playing-wise, but not 
points-wise, 

Horvat said, “We're now under pressure, every game the 
pressure is building more and more. We can still make the 
top six, if we keep playing well, victories are going to 

nded, 


come” he e 


yellow card offence two minutes later for a rugged 
iackle on substitute Paul Strudwick, Boutsianis thumped 
the resultant free-kick past Aceski for a breathtaking 
equaliser that brought a roar of delight around Perth 
Oval which would have easily registered on the Richter 
Scale! 


sw i DECEMBER 15 


CARLTON 
Moriera 43, 64, Bresciano 53 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 0 
At Optus Oval, Melbourne 


By Raph Barba 


double strike by South American recruit 

Alex Moriera led Carlton to a solid 3-0 

victory over an inexperienced and goal shy 
Newcastle Breakers at Optus Oyal on Sunday. 

Carlton went into the fixture pulling off a selection 
surprise, omitting the consistent, Andy Vlahos, to 
accommodate the return of club captain, Andrew 
Marth after suspension, 

In the early exchanges, Marth was prominent, but 
the Blues! lack of penetration, pace and mobility 
against a well-organised and neat Breakers outfit, 
begged the question whether the Optus Oval tenants 
‘were going to rue their pre-game move. 

‘The wet and soggy pitch prompted many clumsy 
challenges, with both teams guilty of squandering 
hard eared possession at critical times. 

A swift interchange of passes between Marth and 
Carlton's industrious midfielder, Lubo Lapsansky, 
created a gilt edged chance for pacy striker, Joe 
Tricarico in the 
third minute, but 
sharp work from 
Newcastle's 
courageous keeper, 
Bob Catlin, snuffed 
out any potential 


danger. 
‘The remainder of 
the half was 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 6 
Hopkins 0.G. 12, Petrovski 20, 56, 70, 
Younis 50, Spencer 75 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 1 
Osman 14 


At Brandon Park, Wollongong 


By Rebecca Stanton 


‘ollongong Wolves seem to have regained 

some of their fighting spirit after scoring 

an avalanche of goals at Brandon Park, 
defeating Gippsland Falcons 6-1 on Sunday evening. 

Former State League player Saso Petrosvki definitely 
stole the show, after heroically scoring his first hat-trick 
in the National Soccer League. And how timely, with 
Kosta Salapasidis now in Spain with Compostela (see 
story in this issue). 

Both teams made a scrappy start to the game, as they 
failed to hold and control possession of the ball. 

Wollongong claimed the first goal however in the 
12th minute after a costly mistake from Gippsland’s 
experienced Welsh international Hopkins, Anderson, 
who scored an own goal allowing the Wolves to 
advance 1-0. 

Two minutes later the Falcons’ Osman was able to 
equalize from a debatable free-kick given after a 
teammate was bought down in the box, taking the score 
to 1-1. 

‘The Wolves found their feet in the 20th 
minute after newcomer Reid made a precise 
pass to unmarked Petroyski, who then 
made a dash up the park and slotted the 
ball away for his first goal of the night, 
taking Wollongong ahead 2-1. 

‘The home side definitely had more shots 
on goal and although eventually they did 
seem the more dangerous of the two they 
failed to dominate constantly in the first half, resulting 
in sloppy soccer from teams. 


reduced to a battle of defences, with the visitors 
disciplined and compact approach frustrating the 
normally fluent Carlton offensive play. 

Newcastle's impressive recruit, John Buonavoglia, 


Joh Buonavogiia ... dangerous for the 
Breakers. 


worked tirelessly up forward and acted as consistent 
foil for target man, Korean, Sang-Chul Yoon. Much 
of their good work amounted to naught though, as a 
number opportunities went begging as a result of 
poor service and sub-standard finishing. 

Carlton finally produced the 
breakthrough it was striving for 
in the 43rd minute. Good work 
from midfielder, Marco 
Bresciano and defender, Cori 
Anthopoulos provided a 
pinpoint cross that was gratefully 
headed in by the opportunistic, Moriera 
to make it 1-0. 

At the start of the second period, Yoon 


ws, 


Gippsland's defence spent a lot of the time ball 
watching and it was in the 50th minute that 
Wollongong's Younis was able to punish 
them, capitalising from a corner 
he smashed the ball away, 
allowing the Wolves to advance 
further to 3-1. 

‘The Wolves soon took control 
of the match and in the $6th 
minute a pass from Surjan to 
Petrovski saw it 4-1 (and Petrovski’s 
second of the right). 

Things seemed to go from bad to worse for the 


. Falcons and in the 60th minute Hastie made harsh 


carlton 


FgMlnyx 


oarmalai 


Moreira ... just gets better and better. 


for the Breakers, missed his team's best chance of the 
game, turning his marker but shooting meekly into 


the arms of Carlton's young 
keeper, Adrian Cagalj. 
Carlton's response to the 
early Breakers threat 
displayed all the hallmarks 
of-a team playing with an 
abundance of confidence and 
self belief. 
Unselfish play by Tricarico allowed 
Carlton's Olyroo, Bresciano to find 


As 
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space and drill home Carlton's second in the 54th 
minute. 

Another incisive through ball by Lapsansky after a 
quick break from defence, found the deadly Moriera 
one on one with Breakers’ keeper, Catlin, The 
Brazilian tucked the chance away with aplomb for his 
second and Carlton's third in the 65th minute. 

Newcastle coach, Lee Sterry was left to lament his 
team’s lack of experience at the end of the game. "I 
felt the score didn't reflect the state of play. We are a 
young side but we fall asleep at critical times." 

Carlton coach, Eddie Kmcevic was buoyed by the 
win saying " That win puts us in fourth spot. We are 
looking forward to playing Marconi next week." 


- HELLO SASO 


Hat- 


k hero... 


challenge on Petrovski, resulting in an automatic send 
off. 

It was clear that Wollongong's new line of defence 
was not being tested, however the Falcons last line was 
being over-worked. 

It didn't take long for Petrovski to claim his 
hat-trick and in the 70th minute after 
Chipperfield put a long ball forward from a 
free-kick he shot the ball past the keeper on 
the right side of the net to make the score 
51. 

However, the Wolves didn't let up and after 
regaining some of their old spirit they 
continued to punish the Falcons and in the 75th 


{, minute substitute, Noel Spencer claimed a goal after 


‘scramble in the box, taking the final score to 6-1. 
Perhaps this is the turning point for the Wolves, who 


have had a stuttering start to this campaign, a campaign 
many expected to see them firmly ensconced in the top 


six. 

As for the Falcons, they are a young side that now 
must show character as they play one of the in-form 
sides in the Ericsson Cup, Adelaide City, next Saturday 
night at Mobil Park. 

Soccer Weekly is the match day sponsor of this 
particular game, so, let's hope all fans in the Gippsland 
area can rally behind their young charges. 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS 
Laybutt 30, McLaren 45_ 

SYDNEY UNITED 2 
ardone 5, Barrett 35 

At Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane the Braveheart that was what everyone 

was calling the Strikers after they came from 

behind twice and with a man down for two- 
thirds of the match to snatch a spine tingling 2-all 
draw with Sydney United at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night, 

Led superbly by teenage midfielders Wayne Sthoj and 
substitute Jade North and marshalled by 21-year-old 
Socceroo Kasey Wehrman, the Strikers turned what 
looked like certain defeat into a match they should nearly 
have won. 

‘The Strikers suffered shock fifth minute setback when 
Sydney United is nippy midfielder Walter Ardone put the 
Visitors ahead 1-0 after capitalising on some poor defence 
‘on the corner of the box. 

‘The goal was the beginning of a devastating first half 
for the Strikers who had robust midfielder Jeromy Harris 
sent off and three other players booked by Sydney referee 
Matthew Breeze, 

Harris was given his marching orders for a high tackle 
on opposing midfielder Steve Berry in the 26th minute. 
Just as Harris had left the field the Strikers suffered 


Adelaide City 1 
Veart 78 
Canberra Cosmos 0 


At Bruce Stadium, Canberra 
‘Round 9 match 


By Nick Guoth 


he ghosts of Cosmos past’haunted the current 

team on Monday when they dominated the 

opposition, generated numerous chances, yet 
failed in all attempts to capitalise and then lose to the 
odd goal. 

‘Although Adelaide coach Zoran Matic stated that his 
players should have done a fot better, it was a controlled 
and patient display by the visitors that having withstood 
the barrage were able to reap the rewards through a 78th 
minute strike by Carl Veart, 

Canberra continued to show the same vigour as they 
had the previous week at Wollongong, In front of a small 
but rather vocal home crowd they provided most of the 
first half goalmouth action. 

With the locals dominating the midfield through 
‘Anthony Magnacca, Leo Langone and Ilija Prenzoski, the 
two Adelaide defenders Milan Ivanovic and Alex Tobin 
needed to be at their best to crush any attack. Jason 
Petkovic was rarely troubled for any serious work. 

Yet at the other end, Vilson Knezevic became the last 
defender on more than one occasion needing to venture 
out of his area to intercept through balls and then calmly 
distribute to a teammate. 

‘Two minutes into the second half and Canberra should 
have been one-up. 
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‘another blow when striker Andy Harper limped off with a 
hamstring strain in the 26th minute and was replaced by 
the energetic North, who immediately struck up a forceful 
combination with Wehrman and Srhoj, 

While many in the crowd of 4,000 plus had just about 
given up hope of a revival, the Strikers hit back with the 
equaliser on the half hour, After a surging run forward by 
McLaren he held the ball well at times and had his hard 
work rewarded with the equaliser on the stroke of half 
time. 

‘McLaren’s goal was a gem and so desperately needed :, a 
by the former Ericsson Cup champions, 2 

With his back to the goal on the edge of the area, 
McLaren showed a touch of class as he brilliantly 
deceived two defenders and cleverly chipped over the 
head of Sydney United keeper Andrew Crews. 

Kosmina couldn't speak highly enough of McLaren 
who he said added a new dimension to his side which has 
been struggling all year to find the back of the net. 

"He was in a different class," Kosmina said. "He put 
himself about, had a couple of good chances, scored a 
great goal and created plenty." 

McLaren, a former Queensland junior, played two 


seasons for the Wollongong Wolves before a similar 
period with Stirling Albion in Scotland before returning 
to Brisbane a Hong Kong stint. 


Langone weaved his way to the edge of the box and 
instead of taking a shot layed the ball off to Anthony 
Magnacca. The youngster completely muffed his shot and 
from close range could not even find the target. 

Five minutes later and Adelaide were extremely 
unlucky not to score, A cross into the box and Knezevic 
‘was out to smother the ball. Somehow he lost it through a 
challenge and Dino Mennillo’s shot came back off the 
upright from less than 10m out. 

With just over ten minutes to go, Carlo Talladira was 
able to get past Lindsay Wilson to send in a low cross 
from the right. Moris first time volley was well saved by 
Knezevic, but the rebound came off the thigh of Carl 
Veart and into the goal, 

The Cosmos pushed forward for the equaliser adding 
Danny Burt to give more height to the forward line, but 
could not penetrate. Yet it was at the other end where 
Adelaide should have sewn up the match but Mori was 
denied in a one-on-one situation with Knezevic. 

Matic said afterwards that "Adelaide City never play 
well against the bottom team. They (Canberra) showed 
alertness and motivation, and especially committment, 
something my players didn't.” 

Tony Brennan was disappointed. "A mistake led to the 
goal. I was happy with the way we played. Vilson was 
confident and didn't let us down, but fitness overall is a 
problem. Also, the crossing and shooting let us down 


tonight.” 


Carl Veart ... the former Socceroo scored in 
the round 9 match. ee 
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ZIMBABWE UNDER _ KENYA MISSES FLIGHT, 
INSPECTION 


he Confederation of African Football (CAF) will 


send another inspection team to Zimbabwe this 
week to check on preparations for the hosting of the 
African Nations Cup finals in 2000. 

Tt will be the second inspection in five months, The 
delegation will be led by FIFA executive committee 
member Slim Aloulou of Tunisia. 

The five-man team will inspect construction plans 
for two proposed new stadiums at Mutare and QweQwe 
and also review progress in the organization of the 
event, tentatively scheduled for JR 
February 2000. 


friendly international 

between Nigeria and Egypt 
has been called off, Nigeria 
Football Association secretary 
Sani Toro said. 

"Our coach (Thijs) Libregts 
decided the game should be 
cancelled after the Egyptian Football Federation 
requested a new date for a second time for the game," 
Toro told reporters. 

"We were to play them in Cairo on December 9. At 
their instance, it was moved to December 16, Now they 
‘want another date." 

Toro said on Monday Nigeria's friendly against a 
Catalan selection in Barcelona on December 22 would 


still go ahead. 
Libregts has been slammed by fans for dropping 
some of Nigeria's World Cup stars for the game. 


avid O'Leary, manager of Premiership side Leeds 

United, received another boost to his new regime 
when South African international captain Lucas Radebe 
agreed to sign a two-year extension to his current 
contract. 

Dicey, who succeeded George Graham when he 
left to take up the reins at 
Tottenham Hotspur in October, 
also persuaded England 
international ‘keeper Nigel 
Martyn to sign a two year 
extension to his contract. 

The duo had been slated to 
leave after Graham's departure 
but Radebe, who joined Leeds in 
1994, decided against a 5 
million pound (7.5 million dollars) move to Newcastle 
United while Martyn, has been instrumental in lifting 
Leeds to fourth in the table. 

The 29-year-old Radebe, South Africa's captain at 
the World Cup, only returned to the side after two 
months out with a knee ligament injury for the recent 
thumping of West Ham. 


Results of African 
pions League finals: 


* Douala, Cameroon 2 Stade Malien, 
Mali} 

1965 — No competition 
| 1966 —Reul Bamako, Mali 4 Stade Abidjan, Cote 
“dilvoire $ G-1 home 1-4 away) 
967 + Asante Kotoko, Ghana 3 TP Englebert, DR 
Congo 3 (2-2 1-1, Englebert won after 
Kotoko. rejected playoff) 


igltbert 3 Ismailia, Beypt 5.(2-2 1-3) 
‘otokd 3 Englebert 2 (I-1 2-1) 

a 
0-2, Canon won playoff 1-0) 
atid, Guinea 7 Simba, Uganda 4 423. ee 


08), — Raja Casablanca, Morocco, 1 Mouloudia 
1968 — Englebert’6 Etoile Filante, Togo 4 60 1d) 


1992 = Ws dad Casablanca, Morogco 2 Al-Hilal 0 


2 ars ark Stoning Sirs Neen 0 
GOL 
1985 — Royal Armed Forces, Morocco 6 Bilima 3 
7 G-21-1). 
1986 — Zamalek 2 Africa Sports, Cote d'Ivoire 2 
(2-0.0-2, Zamalek won 4-2 pen) 
1987 — Al-Hilal, Sudan 0 Al-Ahly 2 (0-0 0-2) 
1988 -— Iwuanyanwu Nationale, Nigeria 1 Entente 
Setif, Algeria 44-0 0-4) 


- Oran, Algeria 1-0 0-1, Raja won 4-2 pen) 
liana — Kabylie 1 Nkana Red Devils, Zambia 1 (1-0 
©. 0-1, Kabylie won 5-3 pen) 
1991 - — Club Africain, Tunisia 7 Nakiyubo Villa, 
“ Upanda3 (621-1) 


Zamalek 0 (0-0 00, Zamalek won 


1 Esperance, Tunisia 3 (0-0 1-3) 
ano Fines, South Avion 9 ASEC, Cote 
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onfusion reigned at the Jomo Kenyatta 

International Airport as the Kenya national 

under-23 team failed to travel to Tanzania 
for Sunday's Olympic Games qualifying match 
against the hosts. 

The team was initially due to fly out aboard Kenya 
Airways at 10.30am but after waiting at the departure 
gate in vain, the players were informed that they 
would be travelling in the evening. 

Team coach Rishadi Shedu said they had been 
informed by the Kenya Football Federation that the 
10.30 flight was full and alternative reservations had 
been made on the 9.30pm flight. Kenya took a one- 
goal lead to Tanzania this weekend for this intriguing 
East African derby in the preliminary round of the 
2000 Olympic Games qualifiers. 

The first match in Nakuru was settled by an early 
goal from Simon Mulama but Kenya received a post- 
match tongue lashing from national coach Christian 
Chukwu, 

Chukwu, a Nigerian charged with lifting Kenya 
from the football doldrums, was angry at the number 
of wasted chances, including a missed second-half 
penalty kick. 

‘The winners face Cameroon, Ghana, Guinea or 
South Africa in the first round proper next June, 

Uganda visit Sudan in another regional showdown 
clinging to a 2-1 lead achieved through goals from 
defender Ibrahira Sekajja and prolific scorer Hassan 
Mubiru. 

Sudan snatched a precious away goal five minutes 
before the final whistle from Osman Zakih and must 
be favoured to clinch a clash with defending 
champions Nigeria, Angola, Zambia or Zimbabwe. 

Botswana look set for a rare triumph after 
establishing a 3-0 advantage over Swaziland with 
man-of-the-match Diphetogo Felolwane involved in 
each goal. 

Mauritius are equally well positioned following a 
2-0 away victory over Seychelles in an Indian Ocean 
derby after Jerry Louis and Jimmy Cundasami hit the 
target in the first leg. 

Quinton Jacobs, a midfielder on trial at English 
giants Manchester United, is expected to play for 
Namibia in Mozambique, The first leg produced a 
drab goalless draw. 


SEC Abidjan was favorite to achieve its long- 

standing aim of winning Africa's top club prize 
when it hosts Dynamos of Zimbabwe in the second 
leg of the African Champions Cup final in Abidjan on 
Sunday, 

‘The two teams played out a goal-less drew in the 
first leg in Harare last month and ASEC are heavily 
fancied to take the title in front of its fans at the Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny stadium. 

It is the second final appearance for the Ivorians, 
one of Africa's richest and most professionally run 
clubs. But it has bitter memories of the final three 
years ago when it was in a similar situation. 

ASEC also forced an away draw in the first leg of 
that final against Orlando Pirates of South Africa in 
1985 but lost at home in the return. 

With many key players in Sunday's game having 
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LUBS EXCEL 


been part of the losing team three years ago, ASEC 
are determined not to suffer the same fate again. 

"We will not make the same mistakes," said 
Argentine coach Luis Oscar Fullone, in charge for his 
final match before heading back to South America. 

"We are relaxed and aren't feeling any pressure, 
We'll be even more happy on Sunday night." 

ASEC have been unbeaten at home in this year's 
competition and will be roared on by an expected 
capacity crowd of 50,000. 

Captain Tehiressoa Guel, who is expected to sign 
for a French club after the match, and winger Donald- 
Olivier Sie will be the key players in a team packed 
with international talent, 

Dynamos, in contrast, have something of a motley 
inake-up but have overcome several setbacks this year 
to reach its first-ever final. 

Coach Sunday Marimo believes his team still have 
a chance, particularly with defender Vindo Fulawo 
and striker Harrington Shereni returning from 
suspension. 

"We did not concede a goal in the first leg so they'll 
be under pressure and this is to our advantage. I 
believe we can succeed," he said, 

Marimo said his team would look to play a counter- 
attacking game. 

‘They can also draw heart from the fact that on their 
two previous visits to west Africa in this year's 
Champions League competition, they won in Nigeria 
and forced a draw in Ghana. 

Details next week on how these sides went. 


lunisia's Esperance held Primiero Agosto of 
Angola to a 1-1 draw in the second leg of the final 
to win the African Cup Winners’ Cup. 

An equalizer from Melliti three minutes from time 
ensured a 4-2 aggregate win for Esperance which won 
the first leg 3-1 two weeks ago. 

It is the first side to win the African Champions’ 
Cup, the Cup Winners' Cup and the Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) Cup, achieving the feat in just 
four years. 

Primiero, bidding to become the first Angolan club 
to win a continental title, led 1-0 at halftime through 
Congolese import Nsilulu's 42nd minute goal. 

Esperance's win also completes a double for 
Tunisia after CS Sfaxien won the CAF Cup last 
weekend. 


APE Town Spurs stole the "Greek Gods" thunder 
C: a local derby midweek,, with a convincing 4-0 

win, but Bush Bucks are not reading much into 
that result, 

Rivals Bucks are however riding a crest of a wave and 
their back-to-back wins over Vaal Professionals last 
weekend and Moroka Swallows on Tuesday have seen 
them shoot to second on the table with 29 points behind 
Manning Rangers, who have four more. 

Striker Patrick Mayo could also enhance his chances 
of catching coach Moloto's eye if he continues with his 
goalscoring ways — he has hit the target seven times. 
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SIAN GAMES GROUP MATCHES 


‘orld Cup 2000 co-hosts South Korea and 

defending champions Uzbekistan moved 

comfortably into the quarterfinals of the 
Asian Games soccer tournament and Japan kept up 
its hopes with a shock win. 

Japan was on the brink of elimination in its second 
round Group J match against Kuwait, one of the 
favourites. 

Japan was a goal down with just seven minutes to go 
when it broke swiftly from defence, Daisuke Ichikawa 
floated in a cross and Yoshiteru Yamashita sneaked in 
between two defenders to head firmly into the comer of 
the net. 

‘Three minutes later, with Japan throwing everything 
it had at the Kuwait defence, Nozomi Hiroyama was 
Drought down inside the penalty area and Iranian referee 
Ahmad Abharan pointed to the spot despite vehement 
protests from Kuwait. 

‘Shunsuke Nakamura scored the penalty to seal a win 
that was just reward for the never-say-die attitude the 
Japan Under-21 team had shown in a match it had to 
win to survive after losing the second round opener to 
South Korea. 

“Now we can dream again," said Japan's French 
coach Philippe Troussier. "Today it was a big victory for 
Japan because there was a big difference in experience, 
I'ma very happy coach. I'm proud of my team tonight.” 

Nor were there any complaints from Kuwait's Czech 
coach Milan Macala. 

“T think the result was absolutely correct. Japan, 
especially in the second half put us under pressure and 
more pressure and we got punished for our mistakes," he 
said. 

"We would have won only by luck." 

South Korea's progress, by contrast, was much easier 
than the 2-1 scoreline against the United Arab Emirates 
would suggest. 

‘With most of the side expected to play in the next 
World Cup finals on display, the South Koreans were 
never seriously pushed by a UAE team thrashed 5-0 by 
Kuwait in their opening Group J match. 

Yoon Jong-hwan made the breakthrough in a dull 
game, cracking home a shot in the 37th minute from the 
edge of the penalty area of such venom that UAE 
goalkeeper Jumaa Rashid never moved. 


‘The UAE rarely troubled the Korean defence in the 
first half with only a remarkable individual effort by 
Mohammed Alboloshi to their name. 

He sprinted 40 metres (yards) before whipping in a 
shot that South Korean goalkeeper Kim Byung-ji was 
thankful to palm onto the post. 

The UAE went 2-0 down in the 55th minute when 
Park Jin-sup was brought down as he forged into the 
penalty area and Yoo Sang-chul scored from the spot. 

The UAE goal came out of the blue six minutes later 
as Alboloshi sidefooted home a rare cross from 10 


metres. 
‘The Group J results meant that Kuwait had to beat 
South Korea in the final second round match to have a 
chance of making the quarterfinals. If it does, and Japan 
beat the UAE, as it should, goal difference will decide 
who goes through. 

The battle for the second qualifying spot from Group 
I went down fo the wire after Uzbekistan made sure of 
going through with a 2-0 win over pointless India and 
take their two-match points total to six. 

Turkmenistan could manage only a 1-1 draw against 


‘TIRED’ JAPAN BEATEN BY UAE 


soccer tournament on Friday when its young 
but tired team went down to a 1-0 defeat by 
the United Arab Emirates. The Japanese had to 


J= ‘was eliminated from the Asian Games 


‘out on goal differences. 


last gasp win over Kuwait just 48 hours earlier and 
although the afternoon was relatively cool in tropical 


some pri 


game in which neither side created many chances. 
Japan did not create a serious opening until the 35th 


88th minute as he found rare spact in the penalty area, 
Japan looked to be still weary after their storming 


coach, “If we had just one more day 


stabbed the ball home from short range during 


"this team has a very good furure,” he said, i 


minute, when 19-year-old Shinji Ono, who was in the 
‘World Cup squad which went to the finals in France 
‘earlier this year, got on the end of an exquisite through 
ball from Kazayuki Toda. 

But Ono, who was well below his best at the Asian 
Games after a long first year in professional football, 
could not get enough power on his volley fo beat UAE 
goalkeeper Jumaa Rashid. i 
~ Striker Kenji Fukuda, who worked hard but rarely 
had any support, almost snaiched a cruicial point in the 


think the recovery and the ti 


"We came here to show our potential and 1 shink | 


FIFA SLAMMED 


BY AFC OVER BERTHS 


scheduled an emergency meeting for 

today to discuss FIFA’s decision to 
award the continent just four berths for the 
2002 World Cup. 

But FIFA's executive committee decided (Tues 
Dec 15) to only award Asia two other places to be 
contested for by the rest of the confederation's 43 
member associations. 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter had been due to 
visit the Thai capital last weekend after touring 
South Korea and Japan to see first-hand the 2002 
preparations but it was called off at the last minute 
when Blatter complained of illness. 

‘Asia won four places at the last World Cup in 
France when Iran won a play-off against Australia 
last November. The continent had been awarded 
three berths in France '98 with a fourth place up 
for grabs in a playoff with the winner of Oceania's 
qualifying tournament. 

One nation that will be affected by the decision 
is China. Coach Bobby Houghton, who took over 
at the start of the year after China missed out on 


Ts Asian Football Confederation has 
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qualifying for France 98, said the decision was 
disappointing. 

"They tried to say that Asia got half a place 
more but this is unfair," said Houghton of the 
decision. 

"If FIFA take a decision to allow co-hosting of 
the tournament and then only allow two further 
qualifiers then it's unfair on the rest of Asia. The 
decision is a negative for everyone else. 

"If you are going to have two automatic 
qualifiers then you have to make adjustments to 
make it fair on everyone else. When the last 
World Cup qualifiers started there were four 
places to fight for but now it's been halved.” 

The current Asian Games tournament is an 
early indicator aso which nations will challenge 
for Asia's World Cup quota. 

With Japan and South Korea sending 
experimental sides to Bangkok, Kuwait, China, 
Iran and Uzbekistan have emerged as the front- 
runners while current Asian Cup holder and two- 
time World Cup participant Saudi Arabia is not 
taking part in the Games. 
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8021 STARS 


he S.League season in fine fashion by 
scoring a great goal in the final of the Singapore 
Cup to help his team Tanjong Pager beat 
Singapore Armed Forces (SAFFC) 2-0 at the 
National Stadium, reports Scott O’Donnell. 

‘A week later in the FA Cup final, he scored his 
team’s only goal to beat Sembawang Rangers 1-0 
in the final of the FA Cup. 

Bozinovski played in the inaugural season of the 
S.League in1996 for Tiong Bahru United before 
accepting an offer to play in Turkey, so it was no 
surprise that he returned to play for his old club, 
who this year had changed their name to Tanjong 
Pager. 

After narrowly missing out on winning the 1998 
Tiger Beer S.League title on goal difference to 
SAFFC. Tanjong Pager decided to strengthen their 
squad by signing Bozinoyski to play in the 
Singapore Cup and FA Cup competitions. 

The introduction of Bozinoyski into Tanjong 
Pager’s midfield with Iranian Majid Motlagh 
meant that their strikers were receiving much 
better service which ultimately resulted in more 
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North Korea to take their total to four and had to take a 
point from their match against Uzbekistan to be sure of 
going through. 


E* Hong Kong men, including a police sergeant, 
appeared in court charged with illegal soccer 
bookmaking following an investigation into alleged 
‘match-fixing by local players, 

The eight were alleged to have conspired in operating 
an illegal bookmaking operation covering both local and 
overseas soccer matches, the Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) said in a statement. 

They faced a total of five charges, including 
conspiracy to engage in illegal bookmaking, the ICAC 
said. 

The police sergeant, Tse Ping-wang, 43, faced two 
charges of bribing police superintendents for tip-offs 
about police raids on bookmaking centres. 

Their cases have been adjourned until Dec. 29 for 
transfer to a higher court, the District Court, the ICAC 


said. 

No pleas were taken by the eight men, it said. 

The illegal bookmaking case came to light when the 
anti-corruption watchdog was investigating an alleged 
match-fixing case, an ICAC spokeswoman said. 

Last month, five Hong Kong players were charged 
with match-fixing, including the rigging of a World Cup 
qualifier. 

‘The ICAC brought a total of 17 charges against the 
five men — Lee Wai-man and Lok Kar-win, both 25, 
Chan Chi-keung, 28, Wai Kwan-lung, 22 and Lau Chi- 
yuen, 21. 

‘The trial of four of the players — Lee, Lok, Chan and 
Wai — will begin on January 12, 1999, while the trial of 
Lau will start next March. 

Lee, Lok, Chan and Wai were accused of conspiring 
with jailed national striker Chan Tsz-kong to ensure 
Hong Kong lost by two goals to Thailand in a World 
Cup qualifying match on March 9, 1997, and win 
HK$200,000 (US$26,000) from bets placed with a 


bookmaker. 
Hong Kong lost the game 2-0. 


Chan Tsz-kong was sentenced in July to 12 months 
jail after being convicted of rigging the match agains! 
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better balanced. 

It was a successful year for Tanjong Pager 
Trophies had elluded them since the League’ 
inception and so they more than made up for pas 
disappointments. 

The icing on the cake for Tanjong Pager was th 
winning of the S.League Player of the Year b 
their central defender Subramani. Bernard Lit 
Soon Seng, the club's tenacious midfielder wo 
the Young Player of the Year. 

Other winners at the S.League Presentatio 
night held at the Orchard Hotel last Friday wee 
included: 

Top Goalscorer: Stuart Young — Home Utd 
Coach of the Year: Jita Singh — Sembawang 
Rangers 

Referee of the Year: Shamsul Maidin 

Fair Play Trophy: SAFFC 

Tanjong Pager have already starte 
strengthening their squad for next year, havi 
signed most of their local players, and a 
rumoured to be talking to Socceroo midfield 
Ernie Tapai. 
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CHAMPIONS CUP 
WRAP-UP 


Croatia and Olympiakos wa poised for a climatic fin- 
ish with both teams possessing a strong opportunity to 
advance to the quarterfinals for the first time. 

Olympiakos went into the match, in Zagreb's Maksimir 
Stadium, as group leaders with ten points whilst Croatia and 
Dutch champions, Ajax both had seven points, 

Croatia's new coach, Velimir Zajec, resurrected its Champions 
Cup aspirations with some inspired introduction of young talent. 
His young team repaid his faith with an emphatic victory over 
‘Ajax in its previous game to give themselves a realistic hope for 
‘advancement. 

‘The visitors only required a draw to progress and even with a 
loss its chance to advance as one of the two best second placed 
teams was promising. 

Mihael Mikic, one of Zajec's young starlets, passed a late fit- 
ness test to take his place in the starting line up after missing the 
Ajax game. On the other hand, Olympiakos was without its 

king midfielder, Vassilis Karapialis, the scorerof two goals 
is most 42 -2 victory over arch rival Panathinaikos in the Greek 
champit . 

Olympiakos had defeated Croatia 2-0 in the first game and its 
coach, former Yugoslav international, Dusan Bajevic was very 
confident of a win in the away leg as well. 

‘The weather made it even more difficult for the home team 
With Zagreb providing the two teams with temperatures below 
zero. The cold weather also made it tough to negotiate the field 
as the grass was frozen over, leaving the players no traction and 
looking more like hockey players at times. 

Croatia started well, as well as the conditions allowed at least 
= Igor Biscan and Silyio Maric were prominent in the early 
action. The first scoring opportunity occurred in the 28th minute 
when a dangerous free kick was wasted by Edin Mujcin, 
Croatia's top goal scorer, 

Croatia was first to strike as Josko Jelicic waltzed into the 
penalty area in the 35th minute, taking a pass from Silvio Maric, 
As Jelicie progressed towards the goal an Olympiakos defender 
slipped and Jelicie had no trouble depositing the ball into the 
right side of the net, easily beating Olympiakos keeper Dimitrios 
Bleftheropoulos. 

Th the last minute of the first half Biscan had a chance to put 
the home team two in front, Jelicie was again involved in the 
move - his through pass to Biscan found the young midfielder in 
the clear but he failed to control the ball and the danger was 
averted. 

After a first half domination by Croatia the second half saw 
Olympiakos put more pressure on the Croatian defenders and 
created some half chances of its own. They were particular dan- 
gerous with quick counter attacks with the conditions making it 
difficult for the attacking Croatian team to turn and defend. 


Té final match of Champions Cup Group A between 


Goran Juric, the Croatian sweeper, was instrumental in nulli- 
fying the Olympiakos attacks but he was powerless in the 64th 
minute, 

The Olympiakos goal came as a result of a comer kick that 
‘was softly tapped back to Georgios Amanatidis, who then sent a 
low cross in front of the goal. 

Giannakopoulos was alone near the far post and went almost 
completely flat to head the ball in past Croatia goalkeeper 
Drazen Ladic, who had no chance to make the save. 

Olympiakos did have one good chance to take the victory in 
the 70th minute as the ball lay untouched in front of an open net, 
‘but when the shot was finally taken it was weak and off the 
mark, resulting in a Croatia goal kick. The home team finished 
with a 4-2 advantage in shots on goal and a 10-3 advantage in 
comers. 

Croatia was best served by goalscorer, Selicic and his mid- 
fielder partner, Biscan while the sweeper, Juric, was safe. 

Olympiaikos' best player was goalkeeper Eleftheropoulos who 
made some great saves which kept his team in the game. Andreas 
Niniadis and the goal scoring hero, Giannakopoulos also played 
well. 

‘The 1-1 draw with was enough for Olympiakos to gain a spot 
in the quarterfinals of the Champions Cup. Olympiakos finished 
atop their group with 11 points. Croatia finished in second place 
with eight points, but more importantly 6th in the race for the 
two best runners-up. FC Porto and Ajax Amsterdam, the other 
Group A members, each close their campaign with 7 points. 

‘The quarterfinal draw will take place December 16th in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

‘The matches will take place on March 3rd and March 17th, 
1999. The other group winners were Jtaly's Juventus and 
Internazionale, Germany's Bayern Munich and Kaiserslautern, 
and Russia's Dynamo Kiev, 

‘The two best runners-ups are Real Madrid and Manchester 
United. The draw, however, caps an impressive run through 
Europe for Olympiakos, the Greek Champions, as they were able 
to win all three games at home and get two draws away, Croatia 
and Porto. The only loss in Europe this season was to 

Ajax in Amsterdam, 


MATCH STATS... 


Croatia Zagreb: Ladic, Tokic, Juric, Biscan (J. Simic 69), D. 
Simic, Maric, Mujein, Rukavina, Saric, Jelicic (Jurci, 87); Mikic 
(Abramovie 82). 


Olympiakos: Eleftheropoulos, Karataidis, Amanatidis, 
Poursanidis, Mavrogenidis, Anatolakis, Niniadis, 
Giannakopoulos (Alexandris 80), Georgatos, Djordjevic (De 
Souza 62), Gogic (Oforiquaye 85). 


(Playing Mon) 


Standings ........... 
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DIRTY SANTOS COMPLAIN 
TO AUTHORITIES 


Other officials repeated the accu- 


sations but in even more outspoken 


terms. 


Santos, nicknamed "The Fish" and 


based in a port of the same name, 


were livid at the sending-off Viola, 


the competition's top scorer with 21 


goals, for dissent. 


The player was so incensed he 
chased after the referee to argue, 


refused to leave the pitch and was 
eventually led off by police. 

Tt was the latest in a sequence of 
shameful events that have alienated 


many neutrals. 


terly about the referee after being eliminated 
from the Brazilian championship but most neu- 
trals were glad to see the back of Pele's former team. 
‘The club, which won admirers around the world dur- 
ing the 16 years the "Athlete of the Century" played for 
them, have turned into the villains Of the competition 
this year after a series of unsavoury incidents, 
"This is historic," said vice-president Marco Aurelio 


Se players and officials have complained bit- 


Cunha after Wednesday's 
1-1 draw in the third leg with Corinthians eliminated his 
team on goal aggregate. 


“Everyone is against Santos when we are close to the 
final of a competition. (Referee) Sidrack (Marinho) 
invented fouls and irritated our team." 


Last month, Santos players 
brawled with riot police and radio 
reporters during an away game with 
Sport Recife, holding up play for 
| nearly 20 minutes. 

In the second leg of the same tie, 
they celebrated a goal even though 
they admitted afterwards to knowing 
the ball had entered the net through a 
hole in the side-netting. 

When the referee disallowed the 
goal, Santos players protested vehe- 
mently and accused television 
reporters of influencing his decision. 
One reporter later needed police pro- 
tection to leave the stadium. 

In the semi-final second leg 
against Corinthians, millions of tele- 
vision viewers Were again shocked by the behaviour of 
the players. 

Play was held up three times in the first half by skir- 
mishes involving players and when Corinthians were 
awarded a penalty, central defender Argel kicked a huge 
lump of grass, including the penalty.spot, out of the 
pitch. 

Shortly afterwards, captain Narciso was sent off for a 
vicious lunging tackle on a Corinthians player. 

Perhaps it was not surprising coming from a team 
that, according to championship statistics, committed the 
astonishing average of 31 fouls per game. What lovely 
lads. 


_ A DISASTER 


tletico Nacional won the inaugural Copa 
Mercornorte on Wednesday but only 6,000 
watched the second leg of the final and 
opponents Deportivo Cali fielded their youth team. 
‘A goal by Neider Morrantes gaye Atletico 
jacional a 1-0 away win in the second leg, played in 
the southwestern city of Cali, and a 4-1 win on 
‘aggregate in the all-Colombian final, i 
Deportivo rested their top players for the final 
stages of the Colombian championship and the 
game was played in a largely deserted Pascual 
Guerreiro stadium, which has a capacity of around 
50,000, = 
Deportiyo had also fielded a below-strength team 
in the first leg, which attracted an attendance of 
just 1,000. ee : 


The Copa Merconorte featares the top clubs 
from Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Pera and 
Bolivia, which take part by invitation. Mexico were 
also invited but pulled out because of a row over 
which of its clubs should take part. 

Both the Merconorte and its southern equivalent 
the Mercosur are tailor-made for television but 
haye suffered from paltry attendances and apathy 
from participating clubs, with many fielding 
reserve sides. 

Some Mercosur games in Brazil have kicked off 
at 10 o'clock local time to accomodate television 
schedules. One match in Rio de Janeiro's vast. 
Maracana stadium was watched by less than 400 
fans! 5 z = 
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LAVERT, 
TEGA IN 


ROUBLE 


with “offensive and degenerating gestures and 


language...in front of officials, reporters and 
other witnesses," 

Velez is involved in next year's South 
American Libertadores Cup. 


lolo Colo was on the brink of retaining the 


Chilean championship after it and second- 


placed Universidad de Chile both won last 


trouble in Italy. 


‘ose Luis Chilavert has been given a three- 

match ban while his Argentine club Velez 

Sarsfield has been fined for wearing the 
wrong shirts in a recent match, 

Chilavert, the self-declared world's best goalkeep- 
er, was suspended for insulting the reserve referee 
during Velez's Copa Mercosur tie away to 
Paraguayans Olimpia, the South American 
Confederation (CSF) said ina statement. 

Velez were meanwhile fined $5,000 for wearing a 
strip borrowed from Olimpia's bitter arch-rivals Cerro 
Porteno in the same game. 

Velez alleged at the time that, due to a misunder- 


standing, they had brought only their first-choice 
strip, which clashed with Olimpia's, to Asuncion. 
‘The second strip had been left in Buenos Aires. 
Chilayert, who was not sent off in the match, will 
miss Velez's next three matches in South American 
club competition after showering the reserve official 
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Ariel Ortega... the Argentine star has been in 


week, 

Colo Colo beat Concepcion 1-0 away to 
maintain a one-point lead over Universidad, 3- 
2 winners over Huachipato, Both teams play 
their last matches at the weekend. 

Argentine midfielder Marcelo Barticiotto 
scored the winner for Colo Colo, who seem 
set to win the title as their last game is at home 
to modest Deportes Iquique. 

Chile is one of the few countries in South 
America that uses a conyentional league for- 
mat for its champion-ship. 


jee star Ariel Ortega and two Sampdoria 
tcammates have been suspended following a 
drunken driving incident and did not played in Rome 
Sunday against Lazio, the Genoa team said. 

Ortega was cited by police for drunk driving and 
Fernando Cordoba, also Argentine, for drunkenness. 

Police took no action was taken against a third 
player in the car, Brazilian Cate, 

But club official Domenico Arnuzzo said none of 
the three made the trip to Rome for the Lazio match 
and that the club is also considering fines. 


Police stopped the car at 4:30 a.m. after someone 
complained that people near a Mercedes parked in a 
downtown square were exchanging insults and hay- 
ing a loud discussion. 

Ortega, who leads Sampdoria with three goals this 
season, joined the Serie A club after the World Cup. 
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THE REDS TRIUMPH IN EUROPE 


The Legend continues to grow 


egend by nickname and legend by deeds, Greece's most 

)pular club wrote a glorious new page in its unparalled 

Successful history by translating domestic dominance into 
European success, 

‘The European Cup, the Holy Grail of European football 
beckoned and after a quarter century of living in the shad- 
ows of Panathinaiko’s mighty deeds of the early 70s, 
Olympiakos took a giant step to emulating, and perhaps 
even surpassing that legacy. 

In a group containing Ajax, Porto and Croatia Zagreb, 
few gave Olympiakos a chance of qualifying for the quarter 
finals, let alone as group winners. But on an icy night, in 
front of a screaming enemy horde, Olympiakos stood up to 
be counted, courtesy of a fine team effort and a glorious, 
glorious goal by the man of the moment, Stelios 
Giannakopoulos, 

Giannakopoulos shot Olympiakos into the quarter-finals 
of the Champions League (it’s worth repeating the obvious 
again) with a well taken goal in the 64th minute to give his 
team a vital 1-1 draw at Croatia Zagreb, 

Tt was the first serious chance for the visitors in a match 
largely played before its own goal, with Zagreb pressing 
strongly to achieve the 3-0 victory needed for it to advance, 

Giannakopoulos managed to surprise Croatia’s goalkeep- 
et Draven Ladic as he met a neatly lofted ball from the right 
‘and guided it into the net past the despairing Ladic’s arms, 

In the end, Porto’s 3-0 victory over Ajax Amsterdam 
dashed any hopes Zagreb might have had of advancing from 
Group A. 

Josko Jelicic’s goal for Croatia in the 35th minute had 
the 25,000-strong crowd jumping on their feet and seream- 


ing with joy. 
The home team had numerous chances before that, 
keeping Olympiakos goalkeeper Dimitris 


Eleftheropoulos very busy, but failing to score, 

Croatia kept on trying in the second half, and its 
coach Velimir Zajec made several substitutions, but to 
no avail. Bosnian international Edin Mujcin had the last 
chance for Croatia in 89th minute, but the ball sailed 
wide of the goal. 

‘The match was played on an icy pitch in sub-freezing 
weather. 


What might have been 


L a season that started so brightly with the capture of 

Croatian star Aloija Asanovic, the storm clouds have 
Started to gather as PAO’s stuttering form in the league 
has continued in Europe and any hopes that had of pro- 
grssing from the group stages went up in flames at the 
hands of an under strength Arsenal in Athens. 

Arsene Wenger's team, missing 13 senior squad 
members, salvaged some pride with a battling win in 
Greece in front of 50,000 hostile fans. 

In a goalless first half Luis Boa Morte went closest 

” when he dragged his shot wide with only the keeper to 
beat. 

The Greek fans were silenced in the 66th minute 
when Arsenal had a stroke of luck that has deserted in 
this year’s competition. A 30-yard free-kick by the 
Spaniard Alberto Mendez ricocheted off ex-Derby man 
Alijosa Asanovic and into the net. 

An equaliser swiftly followed as Igor Sypniewski 
wrigglied through the defence and beat Seaman, 

But a late flurry in which Nicolas Anelka and Luis 
Boa Morte scored finished the Greeks off. 

Anelka was released by Christopher Wreh and, 
despite close attentions from markers, squeezed a shot 
beyond the keeper's grasp. 

Boa Morte made up for his earlier miss when he 
shrugged off Asanovic and guided his shot inside the 
near post. 

The result, though meaning little, eases pressure on 
Wenger who has had to face criticism recently about the 
lack of depth in his squad, 


Nasiopoulos & Co. halt AEK 


Gee Nasiopoulos and Lesek Pisz each scored a 
‘goal to lead Kavala to a 2-1 triumph over AEK that 
deposes the “Double Headed Eagles” from top spot in 
the league. 

‘Team captain Nasiopoulos was the first to get on the 
Scoresheet in just the 9th minute as Loukas Karadimos 
crossed in a ball from the left as Nasiopoulos charged in 
to head past stranded goalkeeper Elias Atmatsidis, AEK 
had a few chances to tie the score, most notably two 
chances to Demis Nikolaidis in the 11th minute and a 
just-missed attempt at a header in the 44th minute, 

Kavala had no real opportunities for the rest of the 
first half, finishing the first 45 minutes trailing 7-2 in 
shots on goal. 

‘The second half saw AEK continue its hard, fast play 
from the first half. The first chance for the equalising 
goal came in the 50th minute when Christos Maladenis 
fed Nikolaidis with a beatiful through ball through the 
heart of the defence. Nikolaidis beat his defender and 
was left one-on-one with Kavala keeper Panagiotis 
Logaras, but Logaras didn’t wait for the AK striker as 
he came way out, leaving the area before knocking the 
ball away from Nikolaidis. 

Minutes later, in the 53rd, Pisz gave the home team 
some breathing room when he blasted a free kick from 
well outside the area over the wall and into the left side 
of the net. 

Toni Savevski was able to get AEK back in the game 
in the 70th minute as several passes and many bodies in 
the area created enough confusion for Savevski to rocket 
in a shot from the top right comer of the area, beating 
Logaras to the far side. 

Georgios Donis came closest to scoring the equalizer 
as he headed a ball just over the top of the net from a 
Savevski free kick. 

The final chance for AEK came in the 3rd minute of 
stoppage time as Atmatsidis came down field to help the 
attack as Savevski sent in a corner kick. However a foul 
resulted for pushing and Kavala kept possession for the 
last few moments and a memorable victory. 


lonikos holds on for a draw 


eorge Daraklitsas struck with a powerful shot in the 

24th minute to bring Ionikos level with 
Panelefsiniakos to earn a 1-1 draw last Monday at the 
Elefsina Stadium. Giannis Xanthopoulos fed Daraklitsas 
outside the area but straight in front of net with a bounc- 
ing pass which the Ionikos midfielder controlled and 
dribbled once to lose Panelefsiniakos defender Kostas 
Tsironis and then unleashed a blast into the right comer 
of the net. 

Panelefsiniakos, despite being at a disadvantage in 
shots on goal, had the majority of the solid chances. The 
first big chance resulted in the first goal in just the 10th 
minute as Dimitris Kalikas was deep in the right comer 
when he sent a waist-high cross in front of the net. 
Alekos Kaklamanos was there to receive the pass and 
jumped high enough to get his leg on the ball and send 
an unstoppable shot past Ionikos keeper Vangelis 
Pourliotopoulos. 

‘The same pair had another super opportunity to get a 
goal in the 43rd minute as Kalikas crossed in again from 
the right side, but Kaklamanos’ header hit the cross bar. 
Panelefsiniakos had two more dates with the woodwork 
as Giorgos Podaras rocketed a shot from outside the area 
that smacked the right post, just below the cross bar, in 
the 45th minute and then Kaklamanos headed a cross 
from Podaras that connected with the bottom of the right 
post in the 55th minute. 3 

Tonikos had two nice chances to win the game in the 
waning moments as they executed a perfect counter- 
attack in the 86th minute that ended with Rantos just 
beating Ionikos striker Craig Brewster to the ball and in 
the 90th minute (two minutes into time added on) when 
Rantos made a beatiful right hand save on a blast from 
Brewster. 
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Karapialis double sends the Reds to the top 


assilis Karapialis scored two goals and Georgios 
Anatolakis netted the game-winner as Olympiakos 
beat arch-rival Panathinaikos, 2-4, after being down 2-0 
at the Olympic Stadium last Sunday. Even better, the 
win sends the Reds to the top of the league at the 
expesnse of their bitter rivals and last season runners-up. 

The first goal from Olympiakos came in the 4st 
minute as the Panathinaikos defense failed to clear a free 
kick from Georgatos. The ball sailed into the area and 
Anatolakis tried a bicycle kick but missed. Gogic then 
got a touch on the ball that was going straight towards 
Wandzik, but the ball deflected off the side of 
Alexopoulos’ leg and went into the net. 

Konstantinids scored the first goal in the 30th minute 
as Aljosa Asanovic crossed in the ball from the right 
side to a speeding Nikos Lyberopoulos. Lyberopoulos 
blasted the ball towards goal, but Olympiakos keeper 
Dimitris Eleftheropoulos came off his line and effective- 
ly blocking the effort. The ball bounced off the keeper's 
chest and rolled back to Konstantinidis, who one-timed 
a beautiful shot that went through the legs of 
Eleftheropoulos 

The second goal came from Panathinaikos captain 
Krzysztof Warzycha just three minutes later, in the 33rd 
minute. Blendar Kola set up Warzycha as he rolled a pass in 
from the right side who ran into traffic and rocketed a shot 
just under the cross bar into the top of the net. 

Anatolakis got the most important goal in the 71st 
minute after Grigoris Georgatos crossed in a free kick from 
the right side that Anatolakis sternly headed past 
Panathinaikos goalkeeper Josef Wandzik. At the time of the 
goal, Panathinzikos was playing with just 10 men as 
Angelos Basinas was booked for the second time in the 64th 
minute after taking down Stylianos Giannakopoulos. 

Karapialis’ first came in the 52nd minute, bringing the 
defending champions level at two goals apiece. The goal 
was a super rocket from in front, beating Wandzik and giv- 
ing Olympiakos full control of the game. The second 
Karapialis goal ame four minutes into stoppage time as 
Panathinaikos were caught out charging forward, desparate- 
ly trying to get an equaliser. Sinica Gogic raced down the 
middle of the field with only Giorgios Alexopoulos left in 
defense. 

Alexopoulos {ried to tackle the Olympiakos striker, but 
just before contact Gogic tapped the ball to his left, leaving 
a slow-moving ball for Karapialis. With Wandzik off his 
line, Karapialis caipped the ball over the head of the keeper 
from outside the area and watched as it found the back of 
the net. The Panathinaikos players were irate as the ball 
crossed the goal line, arguing that Kostas Konstantinidis 
‘was fouled on the edge of the area at the other end of the 
pitch just as Olympiakos started its scoring run. The argu- 
ments continued after the referee blew the final whistle, 

Panathinaikos had its best chance to draw the game in 
the 83rd minute when Warzycha sent a free kick to Kostas 
Kiassos in the right comer who crossed the ball in front of 
the net to Lyberopoulos, who just missed the ball allowing 
Eleftheropoulos ‘vas able to get a feel of the ball but could 
not control it. Konstantinidis and Igor Sipniewski were both 
in the fray, but neither could get a boot on the loose ball 
before Eleftheroroulos managed to gain possession, 


Iraklis powers to a 2-0 win over Panionios 


‘emos scored arly and Kofidis scored late, giving Iraklis 

more than enough on the scoreboard to topple visiting 
Panionios 2-0. Semos got things going in the 4th minute as 
Velentzas’ cross was headed home by the Iraklis defender, 
beating Panionics’ Fotag Strakosha. Kofidis finalised the 
score in the 89th minute after being fed by Kosts. 

Despite the two goals, Iraklis could have done much 
more if not for Stakosha, the starting keeper for the 
Albanian national team, Strakosha first came up big in the 
‘29th minute whea he saved a one-on-one Sapanis shot with 
his leg and was just as effective in the 65th minute when he 
saved Stoltidis’ penalty shot, awarded after Zahopoulos was 
whistled for a hardball. Lastly, in the 67th minute, when he 
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every call. 


again stopped Stoltidis, this time point-blank, 

Iraklis had another opportunity in the 37th when 
Christodolou hit the cross bar. Panionios’ best chance came 
in the 74th minute but Antonis Sapountzis was stopped one- 
on-one by Iraklis keeper Stoyiannis, 


Proodeftiki hangs on for 2-1 away win 


jimos and Almanidis scored second half goals to lead 

Proodeftiki out of relegation zone and over Paniliakos, 
2-1, last Sunday. Dimos was first to put his name on the 
scoresheet in the 57th minute when he waltzed through the 
Paniliakos defense and then scooted the ball past goalkeeper 
Kopsaheilis. Almanidis provided the insurance in the 76th 
minute, 

Papandreou was able to get one back for the home team, 
taking a pass from Rozales and then denting the back of the 
Karasavas’ net. Papandreou almost put his team on the 
scoreboard earlier when, in the 65th minute, he volleyed in 
a shot that forced Karasavas to make a superb save, 

Paniliakos had two other notable chances, in the 38th 
“minute when Rozales let loose and in the 53rd when Ziakas 
forced Karasavas to give up a comer. Proodeftiki had its 
best chances in the 22nd minute when Protasov fed 
Almanidis but the header went wide and in the 89th minute 
when Protasov was one-on-one with Kopsaheilis but failed 
to finish. 


MIDWEEK GAME 
Anastasiou goal holds up for OF! 


three-week-old goal from Yiannis Anastasiou turned 

out to be enough as OFI made a mid-week trip back to 
Athens to finish its postponed game with Panionios on 
Wednesday, winning 1-0 at Nea Smymi Stadium. The goal 
came in the 25th minute of the original game when Kostas 
Stavrakakis crossed in a ball from the right side that 
Anastasiou headed past Panionios goalkeeper Fotaq 
Strakosha, Moments later, all but one light tower lost its 
power and the game was stopped with only 28 minutes 
played. 

The resumption of the game seemed to catch the home 
team by surprise as OFI dominated possession into the sec- 
ond half, But Panionios answered with solid play for the 
final 20 minutes of regulation time and all nine minutes of 
stoppage time, 

Panionios’ best chance to salvage a point came in the 4th 
minute of time added on when the ball popped up from the 
left touchline and sailed into the area near Ilisa Ioannou, 
who jumped and got a good head on the ball. The ball went 
towards the net as Arain Betsai came off his line just a bit, 
The shot went over Betsai but agonisingly deflected off the 
cross bar and out of bounds for a goal kick. 

Panionios had another opportunity in the 89th minute 
when Panagiotis Fyssas stood over a free kick outside the 
area and tapped the ball to his right to Garry Haylock, who 
‘was standing all alone. Haylock moved forward and fired a 
shot in on Betsai, but the OFI keeper stayed with the ball 
and made the save. 

OFT almost took advantage of a Panionios mistake to go 
up 2-0 at the start of stoppage time as Strakosha came off 
his line and Anastasiou lofted a shot over the keeper's head 
but the keeper was able to get back in time, but the ball was 
abit wide anyway. 


Greek fans protest against TV station 


upporters of PAOK Thessaloniki broke film decoders 

and chanted slogans in a noisy protest as a demonstra- 
tion by about 150 fans was held outside the offices of sub- 
seriber television channel Filmnet under the watch of about 
50 police officers, 

PAOK were recently fined 30 million drachmas 
($106,000) for allegedly barring Filmnet crews from setting 
up cameras for a match. 

On Saturday, about 20 PAOK supporters blocked 
Greece’s customized main north-south motorway for an 
hour in protest at the Greek first division team being pun- 
ished for recent fan trouble. 

At least the demonstrations were peaceful. 
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JUVE SQUEEZES THROUGH, BAGGIO SCORES, ANOTHER DRUGS SCANDAL 


and squeezed into the last eight of the 

Champions League midweek. Finalist for the 
last three seasons, La Juve downed Norway's 
Rosenborg 2-0 and had some help from already- 
eliminated Athletic Bilbao, which downed 
Galatasaray 1-0 in another Group B game to 
knock the Turks out. 

Juventus had drawn all its previous five matches 
but wound up tying both 
Galatasaray and 
Rosenborg on points and 
advances on the basis of # 2% 
head-to-head results Ls 
against the other two. 

Juventus j 
Munich, Kaiserslautern, LEAGUE 
Dynamo Kiev, Inter 
Milan and Olympiakos 
of Greece as group win- 
ners while defending 
titlist and seyen-time winner Real Madrid and 
Manchester United got through as the best two run- 
ners up, The draw will be on December 16, 

‘Ajax Amsterdam, winner four seasons ago and 
runner up a year later, won't be in it. The Dutch team, 
a four-time winner, went out after losing 3-0 at FC 
Porto. 

Filippo Inzaghi and Nicola Amoruso grabbed the 
first half goals to take Juventus into the last eight 
while Julen Guerrero's strike for Bilbao a minute 
before half time downed the Turks. 

"We hope this is a positive sign," said Juventus 
coach Marcello Lippi, whose club is struggling in the 
Italian league and has lost top striker Al 
Piero for the rest of the season because of a serious 
knee injury. 

“These have been very, very 
this might tum the tables." 


Ju: gained its first win in six attempts 


cult months, but 
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Gonzalez and Savio netted for Real Madrid against 
Moscow Dynamo. 

Those results meant that Inter and Real stayed first 
and second in Group C, the Spanish team going 
through with the best record of the second place fin- 
ishers. 


spirited attacking display eared Real Betis a 1- 
0 victory over Bologna but could not prevent the 
Italians from taking a 
deserved place in the 
UEFA Cup quarterfi- 
nals with a 4-2 
aggregate win. 

Bologna, sitting 
on a three-goal cush- 
ion after a comfort- 
able victory in the 
home leg, were given 
an early jolt as Oli 

Alvarez reduced the 
arrears with a well-taken strike on three minutes. 

But Javier Clemente's Spanish strugglers created 
few clear chances thereafter until a late siege to the 
Italian goal saw a Juan Galvez header cleared off the 
line, 

Betis chances were always slim following their 4-1 
mauling in Italy, a fact recognised by a resigned 
Clemente after the game. 

“We lost the game in Bologna rather than here 
tonight,” he said, "We made an excellent start here 
but they froze up the game well. They were very sure 
in their play.” 

Betis got the early goal vital to their hopes of an 
unlikely aggregate win on three minutes, Oli, react- 
ing fastest to a nod forward from Humberto Alexis, 
got in front of the Bologna defence to volley in at the 
near post. 

Betis had much the better of the first half but they 
rarely looked likely to add to their haul. Luis 
Fernandez missed the Spaniard’s best chance, head- 


oals by Argentine midfielder Javier Zanetti and 
Italian superstar Roberto Baggio powered Inter 
to 2-0 victory at last place Sturm Graz while Raul 


ing straight at keeper Francesco Antonioli when well 


placed. 


‘After the break, the Ttalians managed to exert more 
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feet 
1am back... Alex Del Piero arrives back at 
Vine cm am and no date has been set for the rearranged meet 


He is expected to be out for six months. 


control over the game and should have put the tie out 
of sight as Eriberto twice ran the ball out of play as 
he sped in on goal, Klas Ingesson then blasted wide 
from eight metres and Kennet Andersson clipped the 
crossbar with a vicious strike on 80 minutes. 

At the other end, Oli missed a simple header after 
a brilliant run and cross from Finidi George. 

Betis went close right at the end through substitute 
Galvez but the game was by this time already lost. 


t seems that this season will be known as the one 

when drugs, albeit unsubstantiated, reared its 
ugly head. Two doctors of the Italian national 
team have been called in for questioning by the 
local prosecutor concerning allegations that they 
prescribed dangerous drugs for the players, judi- 
cial sources said. 

The magistrate Giovanni Spinosa, who is lead- 
ing the inquiry, has ordered the duo, Paolo Zepilli 
and Andrea Ferretti, to appear before him and 
explain why some of the national team was pre- 
scribed the pain killer Voltafen, which is four 
times more powerful than normal painkillers. 

‘The national team's masseur Claudio Bozzetti 
who is also the masseur for the Parma side, had 
already appeared before Spinosa in October and 
stated that he had prescribed the players Voltarer 
on the orders of the two doctors, 

Zepilli and Ferretti were due to be questioned 
by Spinosa on Dec. 2 but that had to be cancellec 
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SERIE A ... BATISTUTA THE DIFFERENCE 


Fiorentina 1 
Juventus 0 


Gm Batistuta scored in the big game to give 
Fiorentina a lead of four points over AC Milan, 
who are on 24, third is Roma on 23 as is Parma in fourth 
spot. Venezia is now last on ten points. 


Milan 1 
Vicenza O 


ft Milan, Biethoff sent a precise cross from the left 

flank to Weah, and the powerful Liberian had little 
trouble slotting the ball in to close a counter-attack for 
his fourth goal of the season and second in two weeks. 


t Parma, no one was able to win the battle between 

the leage's top strikeforce (Roma has scored 27 
goals) and the top defence (Parma has allowed 6). 
Crespo tallied his eighth of the year by knocking in the 
rebound after Roma goalkeeper Antonio Chimenti 
blocked Enrico Chiesa’s shot in the 40th minute, Roma 
= which protested twice when players were brought 
down in the penalty area and no foul was given — threat 
ened often, but got only Gautiers strike as reward. 


Inter 1 
Udinese 0 


[ Udine, Robbie Baggio latched onto a loose ball and 
passed to Ronaldo, who left-footed it home. Like 
Ronaldo, Baggio has also had trouble with his knees this 
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Inter... 
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season, and the veteran only entered the game with 28 
minutes left. 

The win was the first in league play for Inter’s new 
coach, Romanian Mircea Lucescu, who used Nigerian 
defender Taribo West in the second half. 

There was speculation West might be shipped else- 
Where because of last week's outburst in which the play- 
er took off his jersey and threw it at Lucescu after being 
substituted during a 1-1 draw at Vicenza. 


Lazio 5 
Sampdoria 2 


t Rome, Mihajlovie — who has never scored more 
than four goals in an entire Serie A season — scored 
in the 29th, 44th and 52nd minutes for Lazio which also 
benefitted from goals by Yugoslav midfielder Dejan 
Stankovic and Chilean striker Marcelo Salas, Palmieri 
scored in the 37th and 55th minutes for Sampdoria 


Perugia 2 
Cagliari 1 


A! Perugia, late substitute Riccardo Maspero scored 
in the second minute of injury time - just 60 sec- 
onds after midfielder Daniele Berretta had tied the score 
for Cagliari to give the hosts the victory. 


Bari 2 
Empoli 1 


i the south port of Bari, Gianluca Zambrotta put back 
the rebound after South African striker Phil Masinga's 
shot hit the crossbar in the 55th minute to beat Empoli, 
currently with Aussie Vince Grella on their books. 


Round Fourteen 


CAGLIARI V BOLOGNA 
EMPOLI V PARMA 
INTERVROMA 
JUVENTUS V SALERNIT. 
LAZIO V UDINESE 
PERUGIA V FIORENTINA 
PIACENZA V BARI 
SAMPDORIA V MILAN 
VICENZA V VENEZIA 


ASHFIELD 
357 Liverpool Rd 


9716 8510 


DULWICH HILL 
548 Marrickville Rd 


9564 1886 


@ Lounges 
@ Wall Units 
@ Dining Suites 


IALTO FURNITURE 


Sa PRouDLY SPONSORING Soccer WEEKLY’s ITALIAN SOCCER 
THE BEST QUALITY IMPORTED ITALIAN FURNITURE 
(|) | ‘AT BEST PRICES 


@ Bedrooms Suites 


©PEN JF DAYS 


PUNCHBOWL 
1270 Canterbury Rd 


9759 9064 


Bologna 1 
Salernitana 1 


‘n Bologna, defender Michele Paramatti accidentally 
jocked a Salemitana free kick into his own goal in 
the 31st minute to allow the visitors to salvage a draw. 
Giuseppe Signori's sixth goal of the season had put 
Bologna ahcad in the 16th. 


Venezia 0 
Piacenza 0 


[i Nereeis, miter club took the initiative in a ey 
game in the fight to avoid demotion to Serie B. A dull 
game ensued with little action to speak of as both sides 
played safely. This will be a long season for both sides. 


Serie B 


Reggina... 1 
F Andria... 1 
Lucchese. . 4 
Leces, 0.4 
Reggiana. . 0 
Cremonese 0 
Ravenna ..4 
Treviso... 1 
Brescia....2 
Verona....1 
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BOBBY ROBSON QUITTING HOLLAND 


lormer England coach Bobby Robson ruled out 
staying with Dutch side PSV Eindhoven next 
season, saying he intended to return home to 
England. > 
"T have always liked working for PSV and I would 
like to stay but that is not my intention,” said Robson, 
who arrived last summer after a two-year spell at 
Barcelona - one as coach and another as head of recruit- 
ment under Louis van Gaal. 

“T knew when I arrived this time I would only be at 
PSV for a season awaiting the arrival of Eric Gerets,” 
Robson told Dutch reporters, 

Gerets is currently coach of Belgium's FC Brugge but 
PSV have lined him up for next season. 

Robson, who took over from Dick Advocaat at PSV 
when the latter joined Glasgow Rangers, previously 
coached the Dutch outfit between 1990-92, twice win- 
ning the league title. 

He coached England to the 1990 World Cup semi- 
finals as well as the 1986 quarter-finals and later had 
stints with Portuguese clubs Sporting Lisbon and Porto. 

But Robson said he was unsure what the future held, 
even though it would be in England. 

"| know I will go back to England at the end of the 
season but I have not yet decided whether to retire,” he 
said, 


pie in the northern city of Satu Mare have detained 
the former president of first division Olimpia on 
charges of embezzlement, a spokesman said. 

"Vasile Boudi was detained on charges of embezzle- 
ment as the heud of the local soccer club by the local 
prosecutor's office," the spokesman told Reuters. 

"The damage amounts to one billion lei (about $1 
million) within two years while Boudi was president,” 

Boudi was Olimpia's president in 1997 and 1998. 
Olimpia.is 16th in the 18-team league and virtually cer- 
tain of being relegated to the second division, 


Pe. face the prospect of a players’ rebellion 
amid reports that the club's chairman is planning a 
mass clearout to save the stricken English first division 
club from financial ruin, 

Martin Gregory is said to have drawn up a "bargain 


price list" of his squad to be circulated to every club in 
the country. 

Gregory spent 48 hours discussing a takeover deal 
with businessmen Vince Wolanin and Brian Howe, but 
the American-based pair flew home on Monday with the 
future of the club still uncertain. 

Manager Alan Ball is standing by his players and 
insists he will fight Gregory if he is obliged to sell off 
his squad. 

Following a meeting with the club's director, Peter 
Hinkinson, at Fratton Park, Ball said: "The chairman has 
got to tell the people exactly what is going on. 

"I've insisted that he makes a statement, It's all very 
‘well hearing rumors about this and that, but he's got to 
tell people why T have been told to sell players. He has 
got to tell people the extent of the problems,” he said. 

"One thing is for sure — I'm having no part in selling 
off this team to pay off debts. He says we have to sell 
players and I disagree with that and have told him that. 

"I don't know where he will get the money from 
unless he gets a mass injection of cash from some- 
where.” 

"T've got a four-year contract and I'm planning to see 
it out. I will work hard in my job to prepare the players 


for their game against Grimsby. I am not going any- 
where.” 

Portsmouth skipper Adrian Whitbread met senior 
players, who decided to release a statement to The 
News, the city’s newspaper. 

"We all got together and decided that we didn't want 
to go and we wanted to remain here and be loyal to the 
supporters who have been loyal to us all season," he 
said. 

"The manager doesn't want to sell anybody and we 
don't want to go.” 


wee Cup winning midfielder Christian Karembeu 
is to marry the Slovakian super model Adriana 
‘Sklenarikova, it was announced Tuesday. 

Karembeu's wife-to-be, who fronts Wonderbra's 
advertising campaign, is an avid supporter of the French 
national team and took part in a fashion parade at the 
Stade de France before the World Cup final in July. 

Karembeu started his career with Nante before join- 
ing Sampdoria and then Real Madrid at the start of the 
year. The midfielder has won 38 caps for France, 

‘The wedding is scheduled for the 22nd ofDecember, 


NT 


cope with life in the Bundesliga, 
Frankfurt were guided back to the German first 
division by the 42-year-old Ehrmantraut last season 
after atwo-year absence, oie 
 Ehrinantraut’s position became untenable after 
the 2-1 defeat at home to Schalke 04 — his side's 
third consecutive loss, ee 
~The former Frankfurt player, 
ran to the end of this season, has been with the club 
‘since December 1996 

Assistant coach Bernhard Lippert will act as his 
replacement for the two games leading up to the 


by newly 


“Lying five places off the foot of the table, 


hose contract. 


RAUT AXED 


Bundesliga’s annual winter break, after which a | 
expected tobe named. 
ni follows hot on the heels 
of ViB Stuttgart’s decision to sack their coach 
Winthied Schafer, 


(Cage recruit Jens Lehmann said that he is 
ready to quit AC Milan after just five months, 
after losing out to veteran Sebastiano Rossi as their 
first-team goalkeeper. cs 

Lehmann, who won the 1997 UEFA Cup with 
‘Schalke 04 before arriving in the Serie A last sum- 
mer, has been linked by German daily Bild with a 
move back to the Bundesliga to join Borussia 
Dortmund. 


peaae Madrid swept to a 4-1 extra time victory 
cover Real Sociedad in its all-Spanish UEFA Cup 
duel, but its 5-3 aggregate success was marred by the 
stabbing of a Sociedad fan before the game. 

Extra time goals from Santi and Jose Mari Romero 
secured a quarter-final berth for Atletico, who are chas- 
ing their first European trophy since the Cup Winners! 
Cup in 1962. 

Sociedad started the second half in a positive frame 
of mind and brought the tie back to 3-3 on aggregate 
with a Javier Gracia goal after 53 minutes. 

‘They looked on course to win it as defensive disarray 
struck Atletico and only luck and good goalkeeping by 
Santiago Molina saw them through to the 90 minute 
mark, 

Whatever was said by Sacchi during the short break 
on the untypical freezing Madrid night clearly did the 
trick and two quickfire goals, six and eight minutes into 
extra time, saw them inflict a second 4-1 defeat on 
Sociedad following their league success earlier in the 
season, 

The stabbing victim, a 28-year-old Sociedad support- 
er, was reported to be in a critical condition after a scuf- 
fle with home supporters outside the Vicente Calderon 
stadium, 

"Winning or losing was not important," Sociedad 
coach Bernd Krauss said afterwards, reflecting on the 
incident. 

Krauss said that his players had heard about the stab- 
bing and briefly considered asking for the game to be 
suspended but the news had reached them only a few 
minutes before the kickoff and they felt that the best 
course of action was for the game to go ahead. 


Ve Koloskov, the embattled president of the 
Russian Football Union (RFS), won his bid on 
‘Tuesday to keep control of Russian soccer for another 
five years, officials said. 

Koloskoy, blamed by his opponents for a sharp 
decline in the fortunes of Russian soccer, won 52 of the 
64 votes cast after a session of the RFS. 


VIALLI TO MOVE BACK LIPP!I UNHAPPY 


TO SAMPDORIA? 


G3 Vialli had his photograph 
splashed across the front page of | 
Tuttosport as the Italian sports daily linked 
Chelsea's player-coach with a shock return 
to Sampdoria, 

A group of industrialists are considering 
buying the Serie A club from the Mantovani 
family and reuniting Vialli with his old | 
friend Roberto Mancini as coach and club 
president respectively, the paper claimed. 

‘The two strikers were together for eight 
years during the Genoa club's golden era t 
from 1984-92; winning the Italian league, 
three Italian Cups, the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup and being European Cup 
finalists in 1992. 

Sampdoria’s fortunes have plummeted 


_ AT JUVENTUS 


this season, following the sale of many of 


their best players and a prolonged injury to 


main striker Vincenzo Montella, who is, 
meanwhile, being linked with Juventus. 


Sampdoria was beaten 2-0 on Saturday 
night by a Parma side which contained three 
ex-Sampdoria men — Enrico Chiesa, who 
scored both the goals, French World Cup 
winner Alain Boghossian and Argentina's 
Juan Sebastian Veron. 

Defeat left them just a point above the rel- 
egation zone and saw the home crowd turn 


for the time against Enrico Mantovani, who | 


succeeded his late father Paolo as club presi- 
dent in 1993. 

‘Things have fared little better off the field, 
with new star Ariel Ortega being charged 
with drunk driving. 

Police confiscated the Argentinian's dri- 
ving licence after his Mercedes, with two 
teammates aboard, zig-zagged down the mid- 
dle of the road at high speed at 4.30am on 
Monday morning after leaving a pub-disco. 


ngry Juventus coach Marcello Lippi said 
he will reveal his future within very soon, 
amid speculation that he will join archrivals 
Inter Milan next season. 
The 50-year-old, whose contract 
with the Italian champions expires 


| in June, is furious at accusations 


that he is now being half-hearted 
about his job. 

Lippi joined the club from 
Napoli in 1994 and went on to 
win three league titles and-reach 
three consecutive European Cup 
finals, winning in 1996. 

Suspicions that he might be on the 
move surfaced earlier this year when he was 
reported to have reached an agreement to join 
Lazio next summer. 

More recently, the speculation has turned to 
Inter, the team with whom Juventus fought an 
embittered duel for the last league champion- 
ship in what became known as "The Season of 


| Poison." 
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The rumors increased when Inter president 
Massimo Moratti sacked Gigi Simoni as coach, 
installing Mitcea Lucescu on a six-month con- 
tract. 

Lucescu compounded that specula- 
tion on his arrival at Malpensa air- 
port, when he was asked why the 
new coach of Inter Milan only has 
a contract until June. 
"Because that's when Lippi is 
taking over," the Romanian blurt 
ed out. e 
The talk, combined with 
Juyentus' disastrous run of results 
recently in the Serie A - with three defeats 
in their last four games - has meanwhile only 
angered the Juventus fans. 

_ Letters to the Turin-based paper Tuttosport 
spoke of betrayal and blunders made by the 
man who has been hero-worshipped there for 

ears. 

‘The outburst was made on the eve of their 
champions league clash against Rosenberg. 
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RAMZY KEEPS 
K'LAUTERN IN TOUCH 


hampions Kaiserslautern kept 
the pressure on the German 
first division's two pacemakers 
with a late goal from Egyptian 
defender Hany Ramzy to beat 
strugglers Eintracht Frankfurt 2-1. 
Ramzy's strike _ lifted 
Kaiserslautern one place to third 


just two points behind leading pair 
Bayer Leverkusen and Bayern 
Munich. 

Kaiserslautern, who have now 
won seven Bundesliga matches in a 
row, went ahead in the fourth 
minute through midfielder Michael 
Ballack. 

Eintracht, looking to show pride 
four days after the sacking of coach 
Horst Ehrmantraut, levelled 
through Yugoslav Damir Stojak in 
the 74th minute before suffering 
their fourth consecutive defeat to 
remain a miserable 14th, 

"We wasted several opportuni- 
ties in the first half and played with 
fire," said Kaiserslautern coach 
Otto Rehhagel. "After Eintracht 
levelled, my players gave their all 
and our victory was a deserved 
one." 

FSV 1860 Munich dropped one 


place to fourth with a 2-2 draw at home to 
Schalke 04, who used an own goal from mid- 
fielder Marco Kurz just before the final whis- 


tle to grab a point, 


Striker Markus Schroth gave TSV 1860 
the lead just before halftime and Austrian 
midfielder Harald Cerny put them 2-0 up by 
exploiting a blunder from Schalke defender 
Yves Eigenrauch four minutes into the sec- 


‘ond half. 


Schalke fought back with a goal from 


, 


playmaker Sven Kmetsch in the 73rd minute 
before Kurz, under pressure from striker 
Martin Max, played the ball into his own net 
with his chest. 

"We had the best chances and we should 
have won that game,” said Schalke's Dutch 
trainer Huub Stevens, whose side slipped one 
place to 13th at halfway stage. 


ordeaux and Marseille continued their 
‘domination of the French first division 
by both recording 3-0 home wins. 

A pair of goals by 
striker Lilian Laslandes 
guided first-placed 
Bordeaux to a win Le 
Havre. 

For most its contest 
‘Ss against Metz, Marseille 
is played against 10 men 

after Bruno Rodriguez 
got a red card in the 
first half. 

Tita Camara, Florian 
Maurice scored first 
half goals for Marseille 
and Jocelyn 
Gourvennec added a 


third in the second 
period. 

Bordeaux and 
Marseille both have 41 
points from 18 games, 
10 ahead of third- 
placed Rennes. 

Paris St. Germain's 
disastrous season con- 
tinued with a 2-0 loss 


at Bastia, for whom 


Frederic Nee scored a 


pair. 
In some of other 


games Lorient 1, Lens 


aE : 1; Nancy 1, Auxerre 1; 


e Toulouse 0, Lyon 0. 


CHARBONNIER SUSPENDED 


Jasgow Rangers goalkeeper Lionel Charbonnier has been 
suspended for two matches by the French Football 
Federation after walking out on the France squad preparing for a 
Euro 2000 qualifier in October. 
Charbonnier will, however, see out the ban, which the 
Scottish F.A. have been told takes effect today, long before he 


| recovers from an injury. He may not play again this season, 


“(The suspension) is merely an anecdote given his present sit- 
uation and we hope he plays again as soon as possible,” Noel Le 
Graet, president of the French league, said. 

Charbonnier, who is currently recovering from his injury in 
France, has not commented on the suspension, the minimum ban 
by the FFF in such circumstances, 

Called up as Fabien Barthez’s reserve for the match against 
Russia in Moscow in October, Charbonnier walked out when 


told that Bernard Lama, drafted in at the last minute when the 
Monaco goalkeeper was injured in a league match, would play. 

Lama and Charbonnier were both Barthez’s reserves during 
the World Cup finals in which neither saw action. Charbonnier 
has been capped once. 


‘he prospect of former German international goalkeeper 
Andreas Koepke leaving Olympique Marseille for his former 
club Nuremberg increased when the German club sacked its 
sporting director. 
The dismissal of Georg Volkert heightened the chances of 
Koepke’s return to the struggling Bundesliga side. 
Koepke, who has been dropped by Marseille in favour of 
Stephana Porato and has said he wants to leave the French club 
as soon as possible, is favourite to replace Volkert. 


FEYENOORD GET 


LATE DRAW 


‘ean-Paul van Gastel's last-minute free-kick gave Feyenoord a 

1-1 draw at Vitesse Arnhem on Sunday and kept the gap 
between the top two teams at six points. 

Feyenoord has a game in hand over second-placed Vitesse 
and hosts third-placed Ajax next Sunday. 

‘The game was a dismal spectacle with not losing uppermost 
in both teams’ minds, until Ghanean substitute Matthew Amoah's 
strike four minutes from time gave Vitesse hope of narrowing 
the gap. 

The top of the Dutch premiership remained unchanged as 
numbers three and four, Ajax and SC Heerenveen also played to 
a draw, this one entertaining but scoreless. 

Ajax’s first game under new coach Jan Wouters, who replaced 
fired Dane Morten Olsen Saturday, should have produced three 
points but Frank de Boer missed an 18th-minute penalty. 

‘The spot kick was awarded after the star of the game, Danish 
left-winger Jesper Gronkjaer, was pulled down by Max 
Houttuin. 


On Saturday Bobby Robson's PSV continued its recent patter 
of attacking flair and defensive proficiency, giving Roda JC two 
goals in the final four minutes and a 3-3 draw. 

PSV's brilliant strike force of Ruud van Nistelrooy and 
Belgian Luc Nilis had taken PSV to a 3-1 lead with four minutes 
to play, 

‘The first two came from League top-scorer Van Nistelrooy, 
the second a 50-yard dipping sho which sailed over Roda keeper 
Zeljo Kalac's head and into the top corer, 

‘The amazing goal took van Nistelrooy to 16 for the season 
and Nilis is tied for second top marksman on 12, after his elegant 
solo strike made it 3-1. 

But PSY failed to mark Nigerian Garba Lawal at a corner for 
3-1, then keeper Ronald Waterreus cleared the ball straight to 
Dane Mare Nygard, who shot into an empty net to tie up the 
game. 

Despite scoring ten times in its last three games, PSV gained 
just five points after conceding nine goals. 


WOUTERS AS NEW COACH 


utch champions Ajax Amsterdam ousted coach Morten 
‘Olsen on Saturday and replaced him with second team train- 
er Jan Wouters. 

“Ajax have put Morten Olsen on a non-active status...He is 
contracted until July 1, 1999 and will be paid until then,” Ajax 
spokesman Erik van Leeuwen told Reuters. 

‘The Danish coach had come under increasing pressure follow- 
ing the club's dismal performance in the European Champions’ 
League and poor results in the domestic league. 

On Wednesday, Ajax lost 3-0 to Portugal's FC Porto to finish 
bottom of Champions’ League Group A and bring a premature 
end to their European campaign. 

‘At home, they are currently third in the league, nine points 
behind leaders Feyenoord who have a game in hand. 

After Sunday's 1-1 draw against MVV Maastricht, some sup- 
porters waved white handkerchiefs and yelled “Olsen, get lost." 

‘Van Leeuwen said there were reasons other than a lack of 
form behind Olsen's departure, but that these would remain with- 
in the club. 

“It is not only to do with the bad results of last week. We don't 
think that once we kick out a coach we will start getting better 
results,” he said. 

However, bickering between Olsen and players was also 
behind the decision, he said. 


"One of the reasons was that Ajax chief executive officers had 
noticed a lack of respect between some players and the coach,” 
he said, 

Before the season started, brothers Frank and Ronald de Boer 
publicly criticised Olsen's training regime, saying it was unin- 
spiring and based too much on fitness and too little on tactics. 

‘fier a distinguished playing career — he won a staggering 102 
caps with the Danish national side - Olsen's attempts at manage- 
ment haye been mixed. 

He led Brondby to the semifinals of the UEFA cup in 1990, 
but was fired after a run of defeats in the 1991/92 season. 

In 1993 he returned to coach FC Koln having ended his play- 
ing career there just a few months before his 40th birthday. But 
with Olsen at the helm, Koln failed to win a trophy and he was 
sacked in late 1995, 

‘The choice of former Dutch international and ex-Ajax player 
Jan Wouters to replace Olsen should come as little surprise, Van 
Leeuwen said. 

Wouters has signed a 2-1/2 year contract to manage the club, 

“When Jan Wouters came to the second team, we said we 
would bring coaches up through the ranks. 

‘That idea has been tested sooner than expected," Van 
Leeuwen said. 
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BEARDSLEY QUITS 


FULHAM, ADAMS IN USA 


jeter Beardsley revealed he has left Fulham because he felt he 
was spending too much time away from his family in 
Newcastle. 

The 37-year-old former England striker's three-month stay 
with the Second Division club came to an end by mutual consent 
after heartfelt discussions with manager Kevin Keegan. 

“The decision was ultimately mine,’ Beardsley said. 

‘T lived down in London during the week and only got to see 
my wife and children on Saturday night and Sunday. The club 
and I both knew that it was not going to be a permanent thing 
between us. 

‘Thad a great time working with Kevin but the distance from 
home proved too much. I want to stay in football and keep play- 
ing.’ Keegan said: ‘We said that if he was in the side and a regu- 
lar then we would extend the contract, 

“But he isn't in the side and we both feel, Peter in particular, 
that there is no point in him being here and just training and sit- 
ting on the bench. 

“He wanted to go but we have parted by mutual consent and 
we are still good friends.” 


ye Mattsson of Halmstad BK has signed a two-and-a-half 
year contract with Nottingham Forest, Halmstad club presi- 
dent Stig Nilsson said, 


The 30-year-old central defender has been capped once for 
Sweden, "It is always difficult losing a good player and we can 
only congratulate Nottingham and wish him all the best,” 
Nilsson told Reuters. 

Swedish media said the transfer fee was 300,000 pounds 
($499,100). Halmstad sold Fredrik Ljungberg to Arsenal earlier 
this year. 


ha ‘Adams is facing a lengthy layoff and even possible 
retirement after undergoing back surgery. 

‘The 32-year-old defender, now in Florida where he is resting 
on the orders of Gunners boss Arsene Wenger, is hoping to 
return fo action by February. 

But he said Thursday: ‘I'l try everything — anything — 
before I'll call it a day. 

‘Retirement is my very last option, but the reality of it is that it 
is an option I must consider. 

Adams, in an interview with the London Evening Standard, 
added: 'T've had a busy week. My father's had a heart attack: I've 
been looking after him and my three children and also having an 
operation on my back, which has gone very well.’ 

He last made an appearance in the Champions League match 
against Lens on November 25. 
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| perform at 


‘Brentford. Being relegated 


= the last event before 


‘on have to hand it to 
fans of Third Division 


attempt to recruit 
SUES) failed, 


at the end of last season, 
they've had little to cheer i 
about. The signing of ns 

Icelandic international Hermann eee boosted ‘morale, the big defender: 
has become a firm favourite at Griffin Park, 

Having an international in the team has Bees fans hot and. bothered, and with 
Iceland having drawn France in their Euro 2000 qualifying group, Brentford's i 
"Reesotted” fanzine has approached the Icelandic FA for a bloc of tickets for their 

game in France. 

Interested parties are asked to contact the mag, who ‘tell us they “have twenty - 
names already”. The match doesn’t take place until October next year, but as editor | 
Paul Ridley points out, "It’s not eyery day that we get the chan ets gee a hae lay 
against the World Cup holders a ee 


Blur’s Damon Albarn 


stunned cee and reversed i ot ‘a 
angeles 


Sausage”, 

- Coventry will have to rethink he the of “Dublin’s Fair City? 

of Dion, though Nottingham Forest fans have stuck to, memories of “T! 

Brian” with their periodical. : : 
Seafaring Grimsby fans bring us “Sing when we're Fishing”, Bo 

their regional cuisine with a review. entitled "Tripe and ‘Trotters’, 

supporters celebrate a famous victory (over Southampton) in 

‘Dundee readers dig inte "Eh Mind O” Gillie” (122), and their 

spend half-time flicking through a paper called "Can I Bring My Dog 2” 
‘Still, we remain puzzled. If anyone out there can fill us in on the obse 

behind West Brom’s "Grorty Dick”, we'd love to know. 
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WENGER 
DEFENDS VIERA 


rsenal midfielder Patrick Vieira faced the 

evidence of three police witnesses at his 
Football Association disciplinary hearing last 
Monday. 

The French World Cup-winner faces two 
misconduct charges relating to Arsenal's match 
against Sheffield Wednesday in September. 

The first charges him with making inflam- 
matory gestures to the Wednesday fans and the 
second relates to an alleged incident in the tun- 
nel with a police officer. 

‘The highly-charged match had already seen 
Vieira's team mate Martin Keown and 
Wednesday's Paolo di Canio sent off — with Di 
Canio leaving the field in disgrace after pushing 
the referee. 

Vieira has protested his innocence and asked 
for a personal FA. hearing and Yorkshire 
police will travel to Birmingham to give evi- 
dence. And Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger 
has pointed an accusing finger at police officers 
set to give evidence. 

Vieira, who said he had been the target of 
racist abuse from the crowd, is likely to argue 
that he was simply pushing away an arm which 
collared him from behind and had not realised 
that it belonged to a police officer, 

Wenger said: "They have pretended some- 
thing happened, I don't know what. But, as they 
are bringing three policemen to the hearing, so 
we will bring in our big guns. 1 want to get it 
out of the way now so I will be there to support 
Patrick and give evidence, 

‘It is not the first time that the police have 
had some problems at Sheffield, especially peo- 
ple who are responsible for safety at the pitch.’ 

Wenger said later he had not been referring 
to the 1989 Hillsborough tragedy in any way. 

There was, however, no doubting Wenger's 
anger as he maintained that if there had been 


= 


any reliable 
evidence that 
Vieira had 
assaulted an 
officer, crimi- 
nal charges 
would have 
been brought 
against the 
player, 

He said: 'If 
something 
really hap- 
pened, I don't 
think it would have been a civil case or-a foot- 
ball case. T am not happy about thi: 

confident that Patrick will be cleared,’ 


Arsene Wenger 


Supt. John Donnelly, of South Yorkshire 
Police, said: ‘Our three officers have been asked 
to attend the hearing by the FA to give evi- 
dence, This is a matter for the FA, not for us, 
and we will be happy with whatever decision 
they make about Mr Vieira’s actions.’ 


Pt Leaver looked to have won his battle to 
stay on as chief executive of England's pre- 
mier league after press reports that he faced a 
revolt from leading clubs. 

The clubs were reportedly angered by 
Leaver's appointment of two former Sky 
Television executives, Sam Chisholm and 
Dayid Chance, as media advisers to the premier 
league. 

But following an extraordinary general meet- 
ing, a spokesman said: “The clubs have held a 
useful meeting on a range of issues relating to 
the appointment of media advisers. 

“There is, despite press speculation, to be no 
change to the leadership of the F.A, premier 
league." 
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| Bee Munich defender Thomas Helmer has confirmed 
| an approach by Liverpool. "Yes, there are contacts," the 
33-year-old told German daily Bild in an interview released 
on the weekend. 

"My adviser has held talks with Liverpool." 

The English premier league club already have former 
Germany striker Karlheinz Riedie on their books. 

Helmer, also a former Germany international, can play in 
central defence or as defensive midfielder, He wants to leave 
Bayern where he has often been left on the bench this season, 

Bild said Helmer could join the Liverpool in January in a 
2.7 million marks ($1.64 million) deal. The fans at Liverpool 
must be happy that their less than secure defence is being 
| strengthened. 


VILLA BOSS 
SHUNS MEDIA 


‘ohn Gregory's right-hand man has strongly denied that 
Aston Villa's no-show manager is running scared as their 
| Premiership pride-of-place comes under fire. 

Gregory, who became one of soccer's highest-profile boss- 
es as his club soared unbeaten to the summit, has adopted a 
bewilderingly reclusive role as Manchester United or Chelsea 
| threaten to take over their top spot. 
| For the fourth successive occasion, and before home game 
against Arsenal, Gregory yesterday delegated his first team 
coach Steve Harrison to face the media and preface his 
remarks with the words: ‘Gentlemen, the manager sends his 
regrets - but I am here to answer any questions.’ 

Harrison is a capable and erudite deputy well able to 
express his opinions with both experience and authority. 

But Gregory, he is not. Given the young manager's 
absence from the limelight at a time when Villa have experi- 
enced their worst sequence of results since the start of the 
season - two points from a possible 12 — there was, 
inevitably, the query: Can he take the heat? 

Harrison was adamant: ‘Anyone putting two and two 
together and suggesting that is the reason for John's absence 
is coming up with five. Absolutely. As far as any question of 
bottle is concerned, that will be answered in the next three or 
four months and answered very positively. 


ALBERTZ BACK 
TO GERMANY? 


angers midfielder 

Jorg Albertz could 

set to return to his 

native Germany if the pro- 
posed two million pounds 
($3.34 million) transfer of 


prefers McCann, I will proba- 
bly have to find another club,” 
Albertz told the Daily Record. 

"But [have scored 12 goals 
this season, 15 last season and 
12 in my first season here. If 


| Hearts star Neil McCann to he (Adovcaat) thinks McCann 

| the Scottish premier league can do as well as that, then 
leaders goes through. fair enough. 

| German _ international "But I don't know why they 


| Albertz admitted in an inter- 
view that McCann's arrival at 
Tbrox“was likely to signal his 
departure, with several 
Scottish newspapers saying 
Borussia Dortmund are ready 
to take the 26-year-old. 
McCann's move to Rangers 
is likely to be concluded by 
today (Tues), The 24-year- 


want to buy a player for this 
position when we already 
have myself and Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst and others who 
can play on the left,” 

Last season, Albertz signed 
an extension to his contract, 
which expires in 2002. 

"That was because I was 
happy with Rangers and they 


old, who has one Scottish cap, were happy with me. 
plays in the same left-sided | However, that was under the 
role as Albertz. old manager. 
Albertz, who joined "Lam too good to sit on the 
Rangers for four million bench, even at a club as big as 
| pounds ($6.68 million) from Rangers," he said. 


Rangers are already 
involved in negotiations with 
Dortmund over another play- 
er. Goalkeeper Stefan Klos is 


SV Hamburg in 1996, has 
scored 12 times this season 
but has had an uneasy rela- 
tionship with coach Dick 


Adyocaat since the Dutchman expected to sign this week ina 
took over six months ago. 700,000 pounds ($1:17 mil- 
"If the manager tells me he _ lion) transfer. 
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Ew took another step toward the safety of mid- 
fable on Saturday when they defeated struggling 
Southampton 1-0 at Goodison Park. 

Ivory coast striker Ibrahima Bakayoko, who has 
blossomed since the departure of Duncan Ferguson, 
produced another fine performance as he ran the Saints 
defence ragged throughout the match. 

Southampton, with only two league wins all season, 
proved the more effective side for much of the first half, 
creating and wasting a series of f 
opportunities. i 

Norwegian striker gil Ostenstad 
sent his header wide from a Matt le if 
‘Tissier cross and James Beattie did the 
same with a shot from 15 metres. 

Everton's replies were minimal with 
only an Alex Cleland drive and a Tony 
Grant chip over the bar. 

Southampton should have taken the 
lead after 13 minutes when Jason 
Dodd crossed from the right and 
Hassan Kachloul raced into the box to 
produce a diying header from six 
yards, only to see it fly over the 
Everton crossbar. 

‘The Moroccan, signed from French 
club St Etienne, managed another 
headerover the top from a Le Tissier 
cross two minutes later. Everton 
continued to produce little invention, 
while Mark Hughes blasted over the 
top when unmarked 12 yards out. 

Everton punished Southampton for 
their poor finishing after 31 minutes as 
Bakayoko won possession some 40 yards out. He 
charged forward and unleashed a 20 yard drive to put 
his side in front. 

Southampton should have equalised when Beattie 
arrived to head wide of the near post and then Le Tissier 
shot from 30 yards only to see Thomas Myhre tip his 
effort over the bar. 

Everton turned in an improved performance after the 
break. Bakayoko or Mickael Madar might have 


LEICESTER 


[ees City defeated East midlands rivals 
Nottingham Forest 3-1 in a heated derby at Filbert 
Street on Saturday. 

Leicester again fielded a makeshift side, Matt Elliott 
employed as a stand-in centre-forward in the absence of 
Tony Cottee. . 

Forest had the better of the early exchanges, Marlon 
Harewood and Pierre van Hooijdonk using their aerial 
power to good effect. 

Steve Stone went close to giving Forest a third minute 
lead when Steve Walsh misjudged the bounce of the 
ball. 

However, despite a promising start from the visitors, 
City went closest to opening the scoring with Elliott 
unlucky to see his 11th-minute header come back off the 
cross bar with Dave Beasant beaten. 

Just two minutes later Forest took the lead as Stone 
robbed Walsh of the ball on the halfway line and 
teleased Harewood, whose cross was clinically 
dispatched first time by van Hooijdonk from 12 yards. 
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‘eanwhile, at Hillsborough, Sheffield Wednesday 
¥ A continued their run of form with a 3-0 victory to 
plunge Charlton Athletic deeper into relegation trouble. 

‘Wednesday appeared to struggle in the early stages as 
they failed to settle against the upbeat visitors. The 
Charlton display belied their recent run of poor form as 
Danny Mills and Chris Powell urged their team forward 
with some excellent balls into the area, 

Charlton could not fashion a goal though, and after 
43 minutes Andy Booth punished them when he fired 
home from 12 yards to give Wednesday the lead. 
ia goal inspired Wednesday and Benito Carbone 


Mark Hughes... 


connected with a low cross from Cleland just a minute 
into the second period. 

Bakayoko kept up the pressure with a run and shot 
that was well saved by Paul Jones, and after 64 minutes 
Cleland hooked against the bar after being set up by 
Madar. 

Three minutes later Hughes fired in a low cross and 
Ostenstad crashed the ball against the bar, watching as it 
bounced down onto the line and out. 


.. missed a few good chances at Goodison Park. 


Frenchman Olivier Dacourt replaced countryman 
Madar after 75 minutes as Everton sought to sew up the 
points. Bakayoko should have done that after 81 
minutes when he sped onto a poor back pass but 
sidefooted his effort inches wide. 

Twice in the dying minutes Bakayoko could have 
scored again, but overall he would have been satisfied 
to see his contribution result in another fine win for his 
resurgent club 


V FOREST 


Van Hooijdonk continued to cause problems, forcing 
two saves in quick succession from Kasey Keller, but 
Leicester slowly asserted themselves and duly clinched 
the equaliser just before the break. 

Steve Guppy supplied a cross for Emile Heskey, who 
lost his marker and volleyed past Beasant into the far 
comer. 

Leicester began the second half as they had finished 
the first and the inevitable second goal arrived after 54 
minutes through a Matt Elliot penalty. 

The possibility of a Forest comeback disappeared 
with the dismissal of van Hooijdonk just on the hour 
after he appeared to go in with his foot raised on Walsh 
after the ball had gone. 

Leicester added a third 15 minutes from time, Guppy 
cutting inside two defenders on the edge of the area 
before beating Beasant with a curling effort into the 
bottom comer. it 

The result left Forest facing a long hard winter as 
they battle to avoid a quick retum to division one. 


WED V CHARLTON 


split the Charlton defence but Ilic raced out to clear 
from Niclas Alexandersson. 

Both sides appeared to tire in the second half and the 
Owls never seemed to be in any serious danger. 

They duly wrapped up the points through Carbone. 
Accepting a ball from Hinchcliffe on the left-hand side 
of the area, Carbone curled his shot beyond Tlic to 
secure his third goal in two games. 

Petter Rudi struck after 77 minutes to fire home a 
Carbone cross from just six yards, and Booth might 
have added a fourth but found himself raled offside. 


‘od Wallace scored his 15th 
goal of the season as 
Rangers reclaimed top spot in 
the Scottish premier league, 
courtesy of a 1-0 victory over 
Kilmarnock at Ibrox Park on 
Saturday. 

The former Leeds United 
striker proved the difference 
between the teams, allowing 
Rangers to open a three-point 
gap over their rivals with 34 
points from 17 games. 

Wallace finished off a fine 
cross from Barry Ferguson in 
the 10th minute, and Dick 
Advocaat's team should have 
added to their tally but poor 
finishing ensured a nervous last 
few minutes. 

Kilmamock, who started the 
game locked on 31 points with 
Rangers, seemed to freeze in 
front of the 49,781 crowd. 

Striker Jermome Vareille 
missed a glorious chance in the 
fifth minute when he had only 
Rangers goalkeeper Antti 
Niemi to beat before being 
taken off after 18 minutes with 
a dislocated shoulder. 

Rangers defender Arthur 
Numan also suffered injury and 
Advocaat said: "We had a 
heavy game against Parma, and 


lackbum Rovers and Newcastle United played out a 
dour goalless draw on Saturday in front of the 
biggest crowd of the season at Ewood Park. 

Brian Kidd failed to mark his first official match in 
charge with a win as the sides contrived to serve up a 
lifeless and mediocre encounter. 

Rovers captain Tim Sherwood clipped the top of the 
bar and striker Kevin Davies headed wide from a good 
position in the opening half, the sole response from 
Newcastle being a weak effort from German 
international Dietmar Hamann. 

The second period belonged almost entirely to 
Rovers, Steve Harper in the Newcastle goal making an 
excellent save to deny Jason Wilcox. 

Davies, the shining light for Rovers, could have had 
a hat-trick within eight hectic second-half minutes. 

A right-foot curler in the 60th minute was 
spectacularly saved by Harper and from the resulting 


European games always take a lot of 
energy out of players, which is why 
our players lost their way in the 
second half." 

_ Kilmarnock manager Bobby 
‘Williamson said; "Vareille's miss was 
costly. You cannot come to a place 
Ee} like Ibrox and miss chances, because 

9 you don't get many." 

Champions Celtic needed a late 
8 equaliser from Henrik Larsson to 
obtain a 1-1 draw at Dundee United, 

‘The Swede glanced in Lubomir 
Moraveik's cross in the 85th minute 
to cancel out a goal from compatriot 
Lars Zetterlund, who netted a 49th 
minute header from a Kjell Olofsson 
comer, 

However, Celtic are now seven 
points behind Rangers having played 
a game more, 

St Johnstone stay in fourth place 
on 25 points thanks to an 87th minute 
equaliser from Gary Bollan, whose 
20-metre free kick cancelled out 
Dariusz Adamezuk’s goal for Dundee 
11 minutes earlier. 


Coe ere cer enue é 


corner he sent a blistering left-foot shot just wide of a 
post. After 68 minutes he clipped the bar following a 
superb pass from Wilcox. 

After 73 minutes, Rovers had the chance to clinch 
victory when Stephen Glass upended Nathan Blake to 
concede a penalty. However, the spot kick from Jeff 
Kenna came back off the inside of the post. 

Both Kidd and Newcastle manager Ruud Gullit 
showed their dissatisfaction at proceedings with 
‘animated displays on the touchline, although the Rovers 
manager will have been heartened by a committed 
display from his captain, 

Kidd knows that he will have to use the funds at his 
disposal wisely if Blackburn are to retain their place in 
the premiership with any degree of comfort. 

Newcastle await the return of Alan Shearer from 
injury, in the hope that his $50 million partnership with 
Duncan Ferguson will transform their flagging fortunes. 
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thelsea came from behind to take the lead against 
Derby County at Pride Park on Saturday, only to be 
denied victory by a late equaliser from Derby substitute 
Dean Sturridge. 

Chelsea produced a poor first half performance as 
manager Gianluca Vialli made six changes to the team 
which began Wednesday's 2-1 defeat of Aston Villa. 

Tore Andre Flo, the 
Norwegian supersub, 
did not look quite as 
dangerous as when he 
has been introduced 
from the bench this 
season and even 
Gianfranco Zola 
appeared subdued. 

Bernard Lambourde 
and Bjarne Goldbaek 
proved inadequate 
replacements for 
Roberto Di Matteo and 
Albert Ferrer, and eg 
Chelsea found ; 
themselves behind after 
26 minutes. 

Dennis Wise fouled 
Darryl Powell more than 
30 yards out and 
Argentinian defender 
Horacio Carbonari fired 
the resulting set-piece 
goalwards, 

Goalkeeper Ed de 
Goey may well have 
had the original effort 
covered but it took a 
wicked deflection off "7-3 
Lambourde and flew 
into the bottom comer. 

Chelsea could only 
answer with weak 
efforts from Flo and 
Gustavo Poyet, but the |/ 
game changed after the |. 
interval as the London 
side came to life, 

On 55 minutes, a pass Dan Pe 
from Jody Morris pass 
found Flo and he kept his cool to clip the ball over the 
advancing Mart Poom to equalise with his sixth goal of 
the season, 

Poom then saved a shot from Poyet but the reprieve 
for Derby did not last long and Chelsea took the lead 
just before the hour, A clever turn from Poyet fooled 
Carbonari and he sent a low drive beyond Poom and just 
inside the far post. 

Chelsea maintained control after going in front, 
although de Goey had to make a sharp save to deny 
Wanchope. 

Chelsea seemed headed for all three points and a 
position at the top of the table for the first time in a 
decade, but a triple substitution by Derby saw them 
snatch an equaliser and a share of the points, 

Kevin Harper crossed and after an initial effort from 

Paolo Wanchope caused confusion in the Chelsea 
defence, Sturridge stabbed the ball home from close 
range, : 
Chelsea will be disappointed at conceding the late 
goal, but will take heart from their second half 
performance as they continue to remove any lingering 
doubt about their status as genuine title contenders. 


de sik 


aul Gascoigne confirmed his return to form and 

fitness as he inspired Middlesbrough to a hard 
eared victory over West Ham United at the Riverside 
Stadium on Saturday, 

The home faithful found themselves treated to the 


now customary nail-biting finish as the Hammers 
launched a late assault in search of a point. 

Boro dominated the first half, but squandered their 
opportunities. Brian Deane missed two good chances, 
the first from an Andy Townsend free-kick a minute 
into the game and the second from a Dean Gordon cross 
after 21 minutes, 


Steve Vickers went closest for Boro when his header 
from Hamilton Ricard's spectacular overhead kick came 
back off the post. 


Although the Hammers found themselves on the back | 


foot for much of the half they still fashioned two good 
chances, both uncharacterisitically wasted by lan 
Wright. 

Deane broke the deadlock five minutes from the 
interval with a powerful close-range header from a 
Townsend comer. 

‘The pattern of the game continued after the break, 
with Boro dominating possession but never really 
threatening to increase their lead. 

Lampard saw a 56th-minute effort deflected just wide 
by Gary Pallister as the visitors, with substitute John 
Moncur to the fore, began to exert an influence. 

The Boro defence came under increasing pressure as 
the game wore on, and Pallister had to make a superb 
tackle on Hartson after Wright dummied Moncur's pass. 

Hartson shot against the upright 13 minutes from 
time as West Ham increased the tempo of the match. 

‘The home side almost wrapped up the points seconds 
later when Gordon unleashed a 25-yard drive which was 
superbly saved by Hammers goalkeeper Shaka Hislop. 

Hislop did even better three minutes from time when 
he turned substitute Mikkel Beck's bullet header over to 
keep his side's hopes alive, 


_.. 

ttenham Hotspur and 

Manchester United battled to 

@ 2-2 draw in an intense and 

controversial encounter played 

in teeming rain at White Hart 
Lane on Saturday. 

Referee Uriah Rennie was the 
central figure in a match that 
threatened to boil over on 
several occastions. He booked 
five United and two Tottenham 
players and dismissed Gary 
Neville for two bookable 
challenges on French midfielder 
David Ginola. 

Alex Ferguson reintroduced 
former White Hart Lane idol 


| Teddy Sheringham to his starting 


lineup along with Norwegian 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. Dwight 
Yorke missed the match through 
injury, with Andy Cole starting on the bench. 

A period of early Tottenham pressure caused some 
anxious moments for Peter Schmeichel and his defence, 
with Spurs hoping to inspire a repeat of the recent 
Worthington Cup defeat of United at the same venue. 

After four minutes, David Beckham placed a rash 
back pass straight into the path of Chris Armstrong. 
Fortunately for United, the Spurs striker seemed 
surprised at his good fortune and failed to take the 
chance, allowing the defenders to scramble the ball 
clear. 

Eight minutes into the match, Solskjaer showed his 
intention to make the most of the opportunity handed to 
him by his manager when he shot firmly but straight at 
goalkeeper Ian Walker as United began to find their 
feet. 

‘The game was developing a positive feel with both 
teams committed to attack. The guile of Ginola inspired 
Spurs and he tormented the United defenders 
throughout. 

After 10 minutes Schmeichel showed the fallibility 
which has brought much criticism this season when he 
struggled to control a free kick from the left after Nicky 
Butt fouled Ginola. 

However, United transformed defence into attack 
with one of their trademark lightning breaks. When the 
ball found its way to Beckham on the right, he crossed 
to Giggs six yards out and the Welsh winger headed the 
ball straight at Walker. 

The goalkeeper parried the ball into the path of 
Solskjaer, who buried the rebound. 

The goal seemed to settle United, their passing and 
movement beginning to give them control of the game. 
Spurs chased hard to close them down, but United 
doubled their lead after 18 minutes. 

When the ball was played out wide to Beckham 
again, Solskjaer reacted quickly to move ahead of Sol 
‘Campbell and meet the pinpoint cross, directing the ball 
firmly across the goal and in at the far comer. 


Beckham and Andy Sinton 


Save on every call. 


Spurs answered immediately, Darren Anderton 
grazing the top of the bar with a free kick from 25 yard 
before the Beckham supply line almost set up Solskjaer 
again, 

Five minutes from the end of an incident-packed first 
half came the moment that changed the course of the 
match. Gary Neville brought Ginola down clumsily for 
the second time and incurred a second booking. Alex 
Ferguson vented his fury at the dismissal but in truth 
Neville had executed one bad challenge too many. 

United sacrificed their two-goal hero Solskjaer at half 
time to bring on Henning Berg in an attempt to stabilise 
their back line. 

The second half saw consistent pressure from 
Tottenham as they repetitively worked the ball wide in 
an attempt to make their numerical superiority count, 

United seemed happy to sit back on their two goal 
lead and invite Tottenham forward, They defended 
manfully, Jaap Stam largely coping with the threat of 
the Spurs strike force, 

Although United attacks in the second half proved 
rare, Stam did draw one save from Walker with a 
blistering drive from fully 35 yards. 

‘The second period also produced a rash of bookings, 
{wo particulary unsavoury incidents involving Beckham 
and Andy Sinton almost causing referee Rennie to lose 
control. 

Despite their pressure Spurs created little from open 
play, looking more dangerous from set pieces, Twenty 
minutes from time, one of countless Spurs free kicks 
saw Darren Anderton find Sol Campbell six yards out, 
and he rose above Stam to head powerfully home. 

Two minutes later, a Steve Carr cross from the right 
found Alan Nielson five yards out. The Dane met the 
ball forcefully but headed straight at Schmeichel. 

Spurs continued their territorial domination, but 
United always seemed confident in their ability to hold 
‘out for the win. 

Just as United appeared to have weathered the storm, 
Tottenham stole an injury time equaliser to the delight 
of their manager and the home support. 

Substitute Jesper Blomqvist conceded a free kick on 
the United left, and Campbell again found a way to 
force the ball past Schmeichel from close range to send 
the Spurs fans into raptures. 

The influence of George Graham at Tottenham 
becomes more obyious by the week and there is no 
better example of the work rate and commitment that he 
has introduced than the fighting performance they 
produced here in recovering from two goals down 
against daunting opposition. 

Alex Ferguson will no doubt reflect on two points 
lost, but rather than look to the referee he should 
consider some ill advised selection and substitution 
decisions in a match that United should have won, 
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